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Preface 

In a time where swift urbanization is redefining how we live, Green Internet of Things 
(Green IoT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) are leading the way to create sustainable, effi-
cient, and livable smart cities. They are not merely instruments—they are the foundation 
of a new era in urban construction, where innovation and ecology join hands. 

Green IoT and AI are leading the transformation of contemporary cities by provid-
ing more intelligent solutions for energy consumption, transport, waste, governance, and 
citizen engagement. They enable the creation of cities that are not just intelligent and 
efficient, but also green and responsive to the needs of their citizens. 

These “green” technologies are the pillars of smart cities that are founded on the 
basis of comfort, convenience, connectivity, and sustainability. Globally, public leaders, 
corporate entrepreneurs, and IT experts are harnessing advanced technologies—such as 
AI-powered analytics, energy-saving IoT networks, and digital infrastructure—to solve 
essential urban problems. Together, their efforts are making the quality of life better for 
citizens and shrinking the ecological footprint of cities. 

This book offers an in-depth discussion of recent developments in Green IoT and 
AI technologies and their application to the Sustainable development of smart cities. It 
discusses the engineering complexities and real-world challenges involved in implement-
ing these technologies at scale. Through case studies, new research, and future-oriented 
perspectives, the book provides useful insights to researchers, policymakers, urban plan-
ners, and technology leaders. Lastly, this book acts as an invaluable reference for seeing 
how the harmonious integration of Green IoT and AI can bring resilient, future-proof 
cities—marking a future of more intelligent, green, and accessible cities. 

Mathura, India 

Edinburgh, UK 
Gurugram, India 

Vijay Prakash Gupta 
(Lead Author) 

A. K. Haghi 
Dr. Anuradha Yadav
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1Components and Requirements for Digital 
Infrastructure 

Smart cities are reshaping urban life, leveraging digital infrastructure to improve living 
conditions, enhance economic efficiency, and foster sustainable development. The rapid 
advancements in technology, coupled with a growing awareness of environmental issues, 
have converged to create a new paradigm in urban planning MMCA Alumni [1]. The 
modern smart city is an integrated system, where digital technologies and sustainable 
practices combine to optimize resources, reduce waste, and improve residents’ quality of 
life. The combination of artificial intelligence (AI) and the green internet of things (G-IoT) 
is essential to this shift because it allows cities to proactively respond to environmental 
issues and promote creativity in urban government Abraham et al. [2]. 

Global cities undergo a metamorphosis because of quick urban development together 
with modern technological changes and environmental problems. The urban population 
exceeds fifty percent of global citizens and researchers forecast it will reach almost sev-
enty percent by 2050. Urban areas are encountering a multitude of difficulties with their 
continuous expansion that includes population congestion and road congestion and air 
pollution and elevated energy usage and insufficient waste control and climate alterations. 
The “smart city” concept represents a promising solution for dealing with current urban 
challenges as well as improving conditions of living for city dwellers. 

Buildings which use digital systems along with data analytics together with sustainable 
operations work to enhance system performance and optimize resource usages and urban 
living conditions and eco-friendly operations. Smart cities accomplish their objective of 
optimal urban administration by combining several technologies, such as the Internet of 
Things (IoT), artificial intelligence (AI), and big data analytics [3]. The technologies are 
simultaneously employed to establish an environment which combines livable conditions 
with resiliency and forward-thinking elements. One of the most critical enablers of smart
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cities is the development of a robust and adaptable digital infrastructure. The foundation 
of smart cities is digital infrastructure, which links people, systems, services, and gadgets 
to enable real-time monitoring, data sharing, and decision-making. Digital infrastructure 
is also made up of many different types of technologies, such as sensors embedded in 
municipal assets, communication networks, cloud computing technologies, and data cen-
ters [4]. It also allows easy data exchange among different parts of the city to enhance 
productivity and promote new innovations that enhance the sustainability and intelligence 
of urban life. 

In addition to these technological innovations, sustainability is another integral aspect 
of successful smart cities and is increasingly important to integrate it across all aspects 
of urban life. The need for green, sustainable technology is particularly urgent given the 
increasing concern over the depletion of resources, climate change, and damage to the 
environment that is currently plaguing cities across the globe [5]. Adding sustainability 
to digital infrastructure is also critical in ensuring cities remain viable over the long term, 
while reducing their impact on the environment. Here the intersection of two core themes, 
artificial intelligence (AI) and the green internet of things (G-IoT) is central [6]. 

The employment of environmentally friendly IoT technology is referred to as the Green 
Internet of Things (G-IoT). Power consumption and power wastage the power-hungry 
nature of devices in non-ambient IoT deployments could significantly contribute to energy 
wastage. But G-IoT hopes to make these systems use less energy, helping to make them 
more environmentally friendly by making their IoT devices more energy-efficient. At the 
same time ensuring the operation benefits of IoT (real-time monitoring, smart infrastruc-
ture and resourceful solutions) are maintained and due to this the integration of cities is 
a substantial reduction for the carbon footprint. 

“AI powers” enables cities to make smarter data-driven decisions through its life chang-
ing force working on smart city operations. AI and ML find in use scalable algorithms 
which can work with large amounts of IoT data for pattern-based learning and trend pre-
diction, automated urban management and so on. AI in smart cities can be utilized for 
two reasons: AI is used for optimization in transportation and electricity are used for envi-
ronmental surveillance and public safety are used for waste management [7]. The smart 
cities adopting AI are integrating G-IoT that helps to reduce their power consumption and 
optimize the service infrastructure. For a discussion of smart cities, a closer look at dig-
ital infrastructure that allows the functioning of smart cities is needed. The collaboration 
between the essential components of smart city is clarified in the chapter as description of 
the way their cooperation is to take place to promote development towards innovation, sus-
tainability, and resilience. Sustainable smart urban areas are established evolving big data 
analytics, machine learning algorithms, the G-IoT, real time environmental monitoring, 
and green infrastructure solutions. 

It is necessary to analyze the components and features of the digital infrastructure 
of smart cities, in order to optimize the full exploitation of the same. In this chapter 
we discuss the components that contribute to smart city infrastructure, and how they
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work together to enable sustainability, innovation and the resilience of urban systems. 
Elements—with which it is building to create an intelligent and sustainable city, and that 
focus on big data analytics, machine learning algorithms, the Green Internet of Things 
(G-IoT) real time environmental monitoring and green infrastructure solutions: 

1.1 The Role of Digital Infrastructure in Smart Cities 

The digital infrastructure is the soul of every smart city. “Digital infrastructure” refers 
to the integrated system of hardware, software, data, and communication networks— 
virtual and physical—that enables the gathering, processing, storage, and exchange of 
information in multiple urban systems. These systems, which gather data in real time 
on everything from garbage levels and air quality to energy use and traffic patterns, rely 
on sensors, actuators and networked devices. This equipment can cooperate with PC and 
big data through smart data management to form a “smart ecological system”, and pro-
mote the level of governance, city management and decision-making of the city. Digital 
infrastructure is the sum of several underlying technologies that are indispensable for the 
functioning of the smart cities. Here are Some of the Most Important Parts:

• Sensors and IoT Devices: Sensors and IoT devices may be used to collect data about 
the physical world, such as air quality, temperature, humidity, and the number of vehi-
cles. By connecting to these devices, which are embedded into city infrastructure such 
as water systems, garbage cans, traffic signals and street lights, cities can track and 
control resources in real time.

• Communication networks: Networks offer sensors, cloud platforms, and Internet of 
Things devices the ability to transmit and analyse data in real time. When it comes to 
moving data, technologies like 5G, Low Power Wide Area Networks (LPWAN) and 
Wi-Fi are essential to keep information moving fluidly and quickly between devices 
and systems all over the city.

• Cloud Computing and Data Storage: City officials can store and process huge 
amount of data created from IoT devices by using city’s infrastructure by employing 
cloud computing. Cloud services are the fundamental premises of big data analytics, 
machine learning and other data-driven decision-making methods supporting smart city 
initiatives.

• Big Data Analytics and AI: The large volume of data generated by IoT devices can be 
utilised using data analytics and AI algorithms. Active decisions, trend forecasting, or 
smart operation of a city infrastructure (such as energy, waste collection, transportation, 
or emergency services) can be supported by these technologies.

• Smart Governance Platforms: The smart city is not just about technology, but also 
about a set of governance paradigms. (B) Digital infrastructure: The digital infrastruc-
ture also must encompass platforms for effective governance, citizen engagement and
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Fig. 1.1 Components of 
digital infrastructure in smart 
cities

transparency. These provide a means for local governments to access data from it’s 
residents, interact with citizens, and to make certain that city services are distributed 
fairly.

• Cybersecurity Systems: Cybersecurity has become an important part of the digital 
infrastructure, given the fact that the dependence on digital technology is thriving. 
“Success in the connected city hinges on the safety of private data from the reach 
of online attackers, the sanctity of city networks, and the safeguarding of sensitive 
information (Fig. 1.1). 

These components contribute to the support offered to the smart city infrastructures 
for predictive analysis, service and operation automation, and real-time management of 
urban systems. Digital infrastructure enables cities to reduce the consumption of power, 
optimise resource utilisation, minimise harm inflicted on the environment, and optimize 
citizens’ overall quality of life. 

1.1.1 Big Data and Predictive Analytics for Smart Cities 

One of the most game-changing aspects smart city infrastructure would be big data! Cities 
generate exponentially larger volume of data as they expand and become more compli-
cated. Every action in a city—be it in the form of traffic patterns, energy use, social 
media, or waste collection—generates data that can be used for the betterment of urban 
living. Big data analytics allows cities to analyse and interpret this wealth of information 
on the fly to inform decision and efficiency. One example is the application of big data



1.1 The Role of Digital Infrastructure in Smart Cities 5

to traffic monitoring, which enables dynamic traffic signal control. It can also be used 
to optimize public transportation routes, which would help to minimize congestion and 
emissions. Regarding the energy management in the city, the big data analytics can be 
used to monitor the electricity consumption in the city, forecast electricity demand peak 
and efficiently distribute electricity through smart grid. One of the greatest advantages of 
big data in smart cities is predictive analytics. They can use machine learning algorithms 
to predict future events and trends based on historical and real time data. For example, 
predictive models can forecast the likeliness of heatwave or heavy rainfall, 2, 43 scenario 
from which early warning/preparedness measures can be taken. 

1.1.2 Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) and Sustainability 

The concept of the Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) becomes particularly relevant in 
the framework of sustainable smart cities. Through the use of renewable energy and 
development of energy-efficient devices, G-IoT seeks to integrate sustainable development 
concepts into IoT systems. G-IoT aims to solve this issue through reducing the energy 
consumption of traditional IoT devices, with the latter being criticized for high energy 
usage. There are several environmental benefits of G-IoT. The G-Smart grid address power 
distribution over a city, and the smart streetlights minimizes electricity consumption from 
public lighting. Additionally, garbage collection routes may be more efficient and bin full-
ness can be monitored to reduce fuel consumption and decrease the environmental impact 
of trash disposal using G-IoT waste management systems. Other smart city systems such 
as G-IoT for Smart irrigation for agriculture and water saving also are part of things 
what we calling as G-IoT. Sensors on irrigation systems check soil moisture levels, which 
means farmers and people in urban areas can water less to account for overwatering. Like 
this smart waste management systems optimize garbage pickup routes and reduce unnec-
essary collection trips by using Internet of Things (IoT) devices that monitor waste levels 
as they fill up in real time. This also uses less energy and reduces emissions. 

1.1.3 Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning in Smart 
Cities 

Artificial intelligence (AI): The key to smart city management one of the integral pillars 
of smart city management is AI. Big data can be analysed through AI algorithms—espe-
cially machine learning—to find patterns, make predictions, and even discover insights. 
AI is utilized in various sectors in smart cities such as public safety, healthcare, energy 
management, and transportation [8]. In smart cities, AI systems can help improve traffic 
management by processing real-time data collected from traffic sensors, cameras, and GPS 
devices. Instantaneous traffic signal modifications and congestion forecasting with the aid
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of machine learning can reduce the pollution level and congestion. Artificial intelligence 
(AI) may also help making energy distribution better by examining the consumption trend 
and predicting the demand rise, so that energy may be used in a more efficient manner. 
Medical Artificial Intelligence (MAI) can capture citizens’ health-related data can antici-
pate public health emergencies and issue Medical advice to citizens [9]. AI can be used 
for public safety too: Its video analytics can be used to assess video surveillance feeds, 
detect suspicious activity, and inform law enforcement immediately. 

1.1.4 The Future of Digital Infrastructure for Smart Cities 

The digital infrastructure that supports cities needs to evolve with them. Enabling faster 
and reliable device-to-device interaction; boosting data security; and enabling real-time 
decision-making at the edge of the network, information and communication technolo-
gies including 5G, blockchain technology and edge computing will greatly extend the 
capabilities of smart cities [10]. These innovations will also help to ensure smart cities 
are more resilient, efficient and sustainable in the process. 

As cities respond to the demands of growing populations, the threat of climate change 
and sustainability goals, digital infrastructure will continue to grow in importance in 
the future. Through the strategic investment in strong, flexible digital infrastructure we 
can create technically advanced, environmentally responsible and equitable cities. Ulti-
mately, the degree to which digital technology, sustainable practices, and creative models 
of governance are integrated in harmony, producing smarter and more resilient cities, will 
influence how our urban environments will grow in the days to come. 

This chapter looks at the components and necessary conditions for building digital 
infrastructure that supports sustainable smart cities. By analyzing their integration we 
investigate how AI and G-IoT are merging with machine learning algorithms in order to 
change the nature of urban management. Furthermore, this chapter looks at how cities 
are deploying green infrastructure to mitigate the impacts of climate change, the role of 
G-IoT in enabling energy-efficient IoT devices, and the importance of big data for the 
intelligent management of urban systems. Drawing on inter-disciplinary approaches and 
practical examples we illuminate how new technologies are enabling innovative solutions 
to meet the challenge of sustainable development.
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1.2 Big Data for a Sustainable Smart City 

1.2.1 The Role of Big Data in Smart Cities 

Big data is essential to turning cities into smart, sustainable places. Cities now have more 
immediate access than ever before to real-time data about nearly everything that happens 
in urban areas, through the widespread new linkages—the so-called Internet of Things 
(IoT)—that sensors, cameras, and other connected technology has allowed them to create. 
Big data helps city leaders make more evidence-based choices to support sustainability 
and efficiency—from monitoring garbage collection and public health, to measuring traf-
fic bottlenecks and energy consumption. With respect to urban management, big data can 
help optimize resource allocation, predict demand, and identify inefficiencies. Cities, for 
example, can use smart meter data to monitor energy use and detect anomalies that signal 
dramatic spikes in demand—evidence of equipment failure or inefficiency. By tracking 
traffic data, cities can improve timing of traffic signals, reduce congestion and reduce 
emissions. Similarly, trash management systems could be used to optimize garbage col-
lection routes and monitor levels in garbage cans via sensors, reducing fuel use and the 
carbon footprint of the city. The concept of sustainability is closely related with the idea 
of a smart city. Digital technology is used by smart cities to enhance the quality of life of 
their citizens and reduce the environmental footprint of city operations. 3 Big Data, the 
large and heterogeneous data produced by urban systems, people, and gadgets is one of 
the major contributors to make a smart city a reality. However, if the data is efficiently 
collected, analyzed and utilized, it can help to inform resource use, governance, urban 
planning, and environmental sustainability. Big Data allows cities to make decisions that 
are more data driven, which in turn reduces the need for resources, provides better service, 
and ultimately makes life in cities better for people. Big data can be put to use helping 
cities to intelligently improve their systems for sustainability and efficiency, whether in 
trash disposal and water management or energy use and transportation networks. Predic-
tive analytics and real-time monitoring can help predict and prevent problems such as 
traffic jams, energy-gluts, pollution, and overflowing garbage, all of which are crucial to 
sustainable urban development (Fig. 1.2).

This section focuses on the role of big data in building sustainable smart cities. We’ll 
also consider how Big Data can be used to enhance environmental quality, urban sustain-
ability, and management of natural resources. In this way, we will show that Big Data, 
along with emerging technologies such as the Internet of Things (IoT), artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and machine-learning applications, can innovate urban systems to become 
more green and sustainable.
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Fig. 1.2 Big data for 
sustainable smart cities

1.2.2 The Importance of Predictive Analytics 

Predictive analytics is also among the most important values of big data in smart cities. 
Machine learning systems can recognize patterns and forecast future events by looking 
at history as well as what’s happening today. For example, reducing congestion, cities 
may change traffic light timings on-the-fly when predictive software predicts traffic jams 
from historic traffic data, weather or public events. Predictive analytics can certainly aid 
disaster preparedness for environmental sustainability. Cities can prepare for heat waves, 
downpours or floods by analyzing climate data. This allows them to take action, for exam-
ple issuing public warnings, or changing infrastructure to reduce potential damage. With 
big data and predictive analytics, cities can become more prepared for coming challenges, 
also develop a more resilient and sustainable urban future [11]. 

1.2.3 The Role of Big Data in Smart Cities 

Knowing the numerous sources where this data collects is an essential of an understanding 
big data for smart cities. Smart city data: In addition to conventional urban data (such as 
traffic flows or energy use), a smart city generates data from sensors, the IoT, social media, 
and other sources. Better decisions become feasible due to the full picture of urban life 
that these information sources enable. 

IoT and Real-Time Data Gathering: To gather the data in real time, interconnected 
sensors, cameras, and other devices are utilized by smart cities. Such devices are part 
of public services (think of garbage collection, water networks and public transportation
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systems) and even infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and streetlights). These sensors 
offer a never-ending source of data, monitoring such variables as the amount of trash, the 
amount of energy being used, the temperature, the movement of traffic and the quality of 
the air. 

Data From Public Services: Vast amount of data is generated from the systems in towns 
like garbage collection system, water treatment plant and electrical grid system. Its data 
can be utilized to improve effectiveness and resource allocation. In order to avoid waste of 
energy, smart grids, for example, can automatically adjust distribution and monitor power 
usage in communities. 

Social Media and Open Data portables: Open government data and data coming from 
social media also provides a contribution to the Big Data world along with data from 
sensors. For instance, social media feeds include current data applicable to events, public 
sentiment, transportation issues, and environmental conditions. Open data platforms, on 
the contrary, open up urban data to the public, and encourage citizens to be more active 
in the planning and decision making processes of the municipality. 

1.2.4 Big Data for Environmental Sustainability 

Cities around the world are struggling with environmental problems arising from increas-
ing urbanization, climate change and resource shortages. With the global population 
increasingly moving to urban areas, environmental problems, such as pollution, solid 
waste, energy consumption and water scarcity, have become more significant. In this 
regard, Big Data provides essential weapons to improve environmental sustainability 
through knowledge-driven decision-making and efficient resources utilization.

• Reducing Energy Consumption 

Energy consumption one of the most significant of the areas that Big Data might have 
an impact on is the consumption of energy. Cities gobble up a lot of energy, much of 
which ends up wasted due to inefficient systems, aging infrastructure and poor design. 
Big Data will allow cities to better manage energy, reduce energy consumption and move 
on to renewable sources. Smart grids and energy management solutions are a significant 
part in this effort. Smart grids use sensors, data analytics and AI to measure and manage 
power usage in real time. Based on power consumption behavior data a smart network can 
adjust the available power supply in response to fluctuations in consumption, this improves 
energy efficiency. For instance, when energy demands rise, the grid could immediately 
know which areas require more power and deliver it accordingly. Likewise, in periods of 
lower demand, surplus power can be stored or pumped into renewable sources—lessening 
reliance on fossil fuel. And the Big Data analytics can be used to predict energy demand
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and optimize the consumption pattern in many industries (along with Food and Industry 
5.0 (2024)). For example, predictive appliances could predict peak hours, and adjust the 
use of air conditioning, heating, or lighting facilities in homes or commercial spaces. By 
avoiding wasteful energy consumption, this type of automation not only reduces energy 
costs, but reduces the environmental footprint.

• Waste Management and Resource Recycling 

Cities are now grappling with the garbage management problems resulting from a growing 
population and scant landfill space. The global move towards more circular economy prin-
ciples (where products and resources are reused, repaired, recycled, or re-manufactured) 
has emphasised the importance of good waste management. Connected big data, when 
combined with IoT sensors, provides real-time information on trash generation and col-
lection, enabling cities to optimize their waste handling and improve their recycling rates. 
Smart waste management solutions make use of data produced by the IoT sensors installed 
in garbage bins and dumpsters to measure the fullness of the trash. Information about 
when bins are actually full or close to reaching capacity is used for manipulation of 
garbage collection schedules, ultimately reducing fuel costs, emissions, and overflow. Fur-
thermore, communities could use this information to map where trash is being generated 
in different areas and enact interventions like offering more bins, or promoting recycling 
in high waste zones. Aside from garbage collection, Big Data can also be involved with 
recycling resources. For example, robust ML algorithms could evaluate home recycling 
habits, identify trends in trash creation, and suggest ways to reduce waste or recycle more. 
This data can be used for educating communities on how to recycle more efficiently and 
creating incentive-driven programs to stop generating trash.

• Air Quality Monitoring and Pollution Control 

Air quality is an important indicator of the environmental sustainability of the city. Bad 
air quality—influenced by the likes of traffic pollutants, industrial pollutants and con-
struction—can manifest in a number of health issues as well as contributing to climate 
change. Hence an interest, by city planners and politicians, in monitoring and enhancing 
urban air quality. Real-time monitoring of air quality from Big Data because sensors are 
being used to measure gases such as NO2, CO or PM and ozone, real-time air quality 
monitoring is possible in Big Data. By gathering this information, cities can find pollu-
tion hotspots, track changes in air quality and intervene. As, for instance, when pollution 
levels pass a harmful threshold in a specific area, real-time data could lead to actions such 
as turning on air purifiers, issuing public health advisories or restricting vehicle access 
to limit emissions. Big Data can even be leveraged to predict air quality trends through 
weather conditions, traffic flow and other contributing factors. Artificial intelligence algo-
rithms can interpret a history of air-quality data to predict levels of pollution, providing
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critical information to local officials. This lets towns anticipate air quality problems and 
implement smart solutions, such as shifting transportation temporarily or shutting down 
industry when there are high levels of pollution.

• Water Management 

Water scarcity is a major problem throughout the world, and cities are increasingly feeling 
the heat to use their water resources properly. Big Data could help urban water systems cut 
waste, improve efficiency and ensure that water reaches the people who need it most. Sen-
sors connected to monitors monitor water usage, consumption patterns, leaks and reservoir 
levels, which can help manage water on smart water management systems. This data is 
analyzed to identify inefficiencies and prevent loss of water. For example, IoT sensors are 
used in leak detection systems in water pipelines to identify leaks or bursts, to send noti-
fication to concerned authorities for taking immediate actions to prevent waste of water. 
Predictive water management is also supported by Big Data. Through analysis of water 
use and weather, predictive models can forecast periods of peak demand or impending 
drought. These findings could factor into water conservation efforts, including altering 
irrigation timings, encouraging water-efficient appliances, and a better allocation of water 
between communities. 

1.2.5 Big Data for Urban Mobility and Transportation 

Transportation networks are fundamental in the operation of a smart city, and they can 
have a direct impact on sustainability. Long queues, long travel times and inefficient 
transports networks generate environmental pressures (such as excessive fuel use and air 
pollution) as well as economic inefficiencies. Urban mobility Big Data contributes signifi-
cantly to the improvement of mobility in city environments, influencing traffic control and 
public transportation improvement, as well as the adoption of new sustainable transports. 

Traffic: Traffic patterns can be monitored and congestion areas detected by making use of 
real-time data from traffic sensors, GPS-based devices, and cameras. This information can 
be exploited to change signal lights and regulate road usage, thus dynamically rerouting 
automobiles in order to minimize congestion. AI programs can predict traffic jams and 
take steps to avert them, easing the flow of cars as well as the man-made clouds of carbon 
created by idling vehicles. 

Public Transportation: Big Data may optimize public transportation including passenger 
data analysis, routes and schedules. For example, cities can use Big Data to identify 
underperforming bus routes, and then adjust frequency or reroute buses to serve high-
demand areas more effectively. What’s more, predictive analytics would be able to provide
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real-time data to help keep passengers informed of delays or the best route to take, acting 
to keep public transport an attractive and reliable option. 

Shared Mobility and Electric Cars (EVs): Big Data also supports the evolution of shared 
mobility services (example- ride-hailing apps and bike sharing) as well as electric cars 
(EVs). For example, through the analysis of mobility patterns, it generates better locations 
to create electric vehicle charging points, helping to track the availability of a fleet or 
supporting the use of shared transportation that reduces the number of private vehicles on 
the road, which means less land and an emission reduction are the direct and significant 
effects of this.” 

Conclusion 
Sustainable smart cities are built on the foundation of Big Data. It enables cities to address 
some of the pressing environmental and resource issues by maximizing resource uti-
lization, improving the performance of urban systems, and enabling informed decision 
making. By monitoring energy use and rubbish collection, to air quality and water con-
servation, Big Data can give many of our cities the information that they need to build 
green, resilient and liveable urban spaces. By bringing together IoT, AI and machine 
learning, Big Data offers new possibilities for cities to drive sustainability in every part of 
the urban environment. With more municipalities worldwide pursuing growth and facing 
new environmental challenges, Big Data will inevitably become more of a key factor not 
only in the construction of smart cities, but the construction of sustainable our sustainable 
urban societies—for the sake of present as well as future residents. 

1.3 G-IoT for Sustainable Smart Cities and Society 

1.3.1 Defining Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) 

The Green IoT (G-IoT) is one of the recent advancements in the ecosystem of smart city 
that brings in the potential for improving the energy efficiency of the things in the IoT. 
Existing IoT systems are often energy-hungry as they require continuous communication 
between various devices and centralised (cloud) servers. This perpetual data transmis-
sion obviously entails further energy consumption, which goes against the expectations 
for sustainable urban districts. G-IoT addresses this challenge by focusing on minimiz-
ing the power consumption of IoT devices. This can be achieved by various methods 
such as low-power sensors, energy-efficient communication protocols, and energy har-
vesting implementations. G-IoT devices are able to utilize techniques, such as adaptive 
data transmission, in which devices only send data when necessary or when significant 
changes are sensed, minimising the energy consumption. Introduction A “smart city” is 
a city that is equipped with digital technologies that result in efficient and productive 
use of resources, while also improving the quality of life of those living in the city, in
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addition to other operational improvements. With technology embedded ubiquitously into 
services and infrastructure the city smart dreams to provide for “comfort, convenience, 
and choices and better opportunities for all citizens, whether citizens, workers or tourists” 
[12]. The key reason for interest in the topic is the possibility that such technologies 
could transform urban life to be healthier, more livable, and more environmentally sus-
tainable. In this chapter, we emphasize the integration of the Green Internet of Things 
(G-IoT) with Artificial Intelligence (AI) for building green and sustainable smart cities. 
The trends in this integration demonstrate the way smart city automation can be scaled 
up to offer significant environmental and operational benefits. 

The Potential of G-IoT and AI in Upgrading Urban Life 
The fusion of G-IoT with AI in smart cities indeed holds the aforesaid excellent promises 
that would transform the overall urban life-styled. Real-time data collection and analysis 
allows G-IoT devices to communicate with AI systems to optimize city management 
practices. Transport can dynamically adjust to reduce congestion and pollution, while 
AI can predict maintenance needs for infrastructure to keep things running smoothly. G-
IoT and AI-powered smart city projects can track energy and water consumption and 
air quality instantly to take immediate corrective actions. That creates better space for 
residents, and helps governments achieve sustainability goals. 

The Convergence of AI and G-IoT with Machine Learning Algorithms 
The amalgamation of AI and G-IoT with machine learning models provides new avenues 
in management of smart cities. Predictive analytics enabled by machine learning can 
foresee urban problems and solve them as per the requirements [13]. For example, waste 
collection systems connected to G-IoT sensors are able to monitor the level of garbage 
and predict optimal times for disposal, reducing both expenses and the environmental 
footprint. AI-driven automatization could also facilitate urban planning. Algorithms can 
process enormous amounts of data to detect trends, like population growth or shifting 
commute habits. This information could be used to support more efficient transportation 
systems, or improve land use in rapidly urbanizing areas. 

Energy Efficiency with G-IoT 
The Green Internet of Things is also able to reduce energy consumption. G-IoT is sup-
posed to work with low power consumption which is also important to achieve energy 
efficiency in urban environment. Smart lighting systems, for instance, utilize G-IoT tech-
nology for dimming lights based on the surrounding light intensity and the presence of 
human beings, in order to conserve power. Furthermore, G-IoT setups could ramp up 
renewable energy utilization. Solar panels, wind turbines, and other renewable energy 
systems integrated with the IoT network can help communities keep a closer eye on and 
manage the amount of energy being produced and wasted, all the while reducing the need 
for energy derived from non-renewable sources (Fig. 1.3).
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Fig. 1.3 G-IoT for sustainable smart cities and society 

This chart illustrates the sustainability impact of Green IoT (G-IoT) across key smart 
city domains. Highest impact is seen in energy management and smart transportation, 
reflecting G-IoT’s role in reducing emissions and enhancing efficiency. Moderate influ-
ence is observed in healthcare, water conservation, and waste management, highlighting 
its broader societal benefits. 

1.3.2 Practical Applications Through Case Studies 

This book provides practical examples with real world case studies on how smart cities 
worldwide are using G-IoT and AI technology effectively. For instance:

• Barcelona, Spain: The city’s smart water systems use IoT sensors to monitor leaks 
and improve water distribution, saving millions of liters annually.

• Singapore: AI-based monitoring systems with G-IoT devices enhances public safety 
and efficient traffic management.

• Amsterdam, Netherlands: The smart energy meters used in the city are dedicated to 
mitigating sustainable energy usage and measuring the real-time consumption. These 
are exemplary cases showing the transformational impact of G-IoT and AI integration 
in urban systems, and they highlight the relevancy and the scalability.
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1.3.3 Interdisciplinary Ideas for Smart City Development 

Smart cities creation are operating across different disciplines that encompasses techno-
logical skills, urban planning practices, environmental studies and public policy as well 
[14]. G-IoT and AI are driving forces behind the creation of a sustainable ecosystem 
that address a wide range of issues ranging from environmental protection to resilient 
infrastructure. For instance, interdisciplinary collaboration between engineers and envi-
ronmental scientists has resulted in smart sensors which can measure pollution and 
recommend practical steps. Likewise, liaisons between technologists and policymakers 
ensure that solutions for smart cities are aligned with the legal framework and social 
requirements. 

1.3.4 Integrating Technology and Sustainability Concepts 

Smart city initiatives intersect technology and sustainable goals. By combining these prin-
ciples, G-IoT and AI bring the parties involved one-step closer to achieving common aims. 
For example:

• Sustainable: AI can analyse data from G-IoT devices to provide intelligence driven 
insights, such as avoidable energy waste or maximum trash recycling.

• Community engagement: Smart city platforms allow people to take part in decision 
making and to create a sense of ownership and accountability.

• Economic development: The deployment of G-IoT and AI will foster economic 
growth by creating employment opportunities (technology development and city 
management jobs). 

1.3.5 The Role of G-IoT in Smart City Sustainability 

So in this context, the combination of G-IoT technologies is one of the critical tasks in the 
long run for the smart city environment. Through reducing the energy consumption of IoT 
devices, the carbon footprint of the entire city could be significantly reduced. In addition, 
G-IoT systems are often integrated with renewable energy sources like solar panels or 
wind generators to reduce the relaince on traditional carbon-heavy energy sources. One 
of the most successful examples of G-IoT is the roll out of smart street lighting. Standard 
streetlights shine all night long, whether a lot or little traffic is on the road. “By compar-
ison G-IoT smart streetlights adjust light levels based on current data from sensors that 
detect the presence of people or cars. It is an energy-saving as well as environmentally 
friendly solution that will also help in reducing the amount of light pollution in cities.
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1.3.6 Case Studies: G-IoT in Action 

City of Copenhagen1 in Denmark uses G-IoT solutions to monitoring energy consumption 
in buildings, streetlights and public transportation. The city replaced all streetlights with 
energy-efficient smart technology, solar-powered sensors that adjust the intensity of lights 
based activity by pedestrians. This has led in turn to great reduction in energy consump-
tion and even a lower carbon footprint for the city. A third example would be the ‘smart 
grid’ technologies that are being tested in locations including San Diego, US. G-IoT is 
adopted by smart grids to monitor energy consumption and also to deliver the electricity 
in an efficient way over the grid. These networks use sensors to detect changes in energy 
consumption and adjust power flow accordingly, cutting power losses and increasing grid 
resilience. 

1.4 Innovative Approaches in Environmental Monitoring 

1.4.1 Real-Time Environmental Monitoring 

Environmental surveillance is an inherent part of smart city, especially for the sustainabil-
ity city. By deploying IoT sensors throughout cities, municipalities can keep a constant 
eye on environmental factors like the presence of pollution, quality of the water, tempera-
ture, and noise levels. These live data feeds enable cities to act more swiftly in response to 
mounting environmental threats, such as air pollution, taints in the water or heat waves. 
For instance, systems for monitoring air quality in real time may measure the level of 
pollutants, such as particulate matter (PM), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and carbon monox-
ide (CO). When pollution drops to safe levels, cities can then issue public health alerts 
or implement traffic bans or turn on air purifiers in affected areas. Likewise, water qual-
ity sensors could be used to detect pollution at rivers, lakes or other sources of drinking 
water, providing authorities with a way to respond quickly to suspected public health 
threats. Environmental monitoring is the collection of systematic data to study and ascer-
tain the status of our environment. With concerns about the climate change, pollution and 
the loss of biodiversity mounting, creative approaches toward environmental monitoring 
have become critical. Traditional methods are resource intensive and lack scalability, even 
though important. New technological advances, for example networks of sensors, satellite 
maps, and data-centered monitoring systems are transforming how we see and respond 
to environmental problems. This chapter presents, these new approaches, and highlights 
their importance in promoting sustainable environmental management.
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1.4.2 The Role of IoT in Environmental Monitoring 

The IoT has reshaped environmental surveillance with real-time data collection and anal-
ysis functionalities. IoT systems create a web of sensors that monitors, for example, air 
quality, wáter levels, pore health and temperature. These methods provide accurate, local, 
and successive information, indispensable for early acts.

• Smart Air Quality Monitoring: The IoT system with pollution sensors monitors air 
quality in urban as well as industrial areas. Urban areas such as of Beijing and New 
Delhi use IoT networks to identify PM2.5, PM10 and make informed decisions to 
reduce air pollution.

• Water Resource Management: Smart sensors that report back water quality to rivers, 
lakes, and reservoirs, can detect contaminants, check water levels, and ensure equal 
distribution rates for household and agricultural use. For example, intelligent irrigation 
technologies use soil moisture information to minimize water usage in drought regions. 

1.4.3 Remote Sensing and Satellite Imagery 

Remote sensing has emerged as an field important for environmental assessment. Modern 
sensor-equipped satellites take high resolution photographs and data of the earth’s surface, 
and the data can be used for large-scale environmental assessment.

• Deforestation: Satellite imagery has been widely used to measure deforestation and 
land use change. Technology, such as Google Earth Engine, make it possible for 
researchers to monitor forest cover through time and to identify hotspots of illegal 
timber cutting.

• Climate Change: Satellites keep watch on important climate indicators, including 
melting glaciers, rising sea levels, where greenhouse gases are in high concentration. 
NASA’s Earth Observing System also provides critical information for global climate 
research.

• Biodiversity Mapping: Remote sensing plays a key role in mapping ecosystems and 
tracking animal migration, allowing conservationists to protect threatened species and 
landscapes in a cost-effective manner. 

1.4.4 Artificial Intelligence and Big Data Analytics 

There are new avenues created by the fusion of AI with big data analysis in environmen-
tal monitoring. AI systems sift through massive amounts of data to find patterns, make 
predictions and automate decisions.
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• Disaster Management Predictive Analytics: AI algorithms analyse historical informa-
tion on weather patterns, earthquake movements and water flows to predict and manage 
natural calamities. AI-powered early warning systems save lives and avert economic 
losses.

• Pollution: AI-based analytics identify pollution sources, enhance waste-management 
systems and provide regulatory tools. Abnormalities in environmental data can, for 
example, be detected by machine learning algorithms, which may point at issues.

• Animal Conservation: AI-powered systems scan camera trap photos, acoustic record-
ings, and drone video to track and count animals, and detect illegal poaching 
operations. 

1.4.5 Citizen Science and Crowdsourcing 

Citizen science initiatives have emerged as a tool for environmental monitoring. By engag-
ing the public, these projects harness the power of team work to collect and process data 
in massive amounts.

• Air and Water Quality Monitoring: Low-cost sensor kits allow anyone to test the 
local air and water quality, sending data to a central source. For example, the “Air 
Quality Egg” project provides a way for citizens to measure the air pollution in their 
localities.

• Biodiversity Observation: With applications like iNaturalist and eBird, people are 
encouraged to register observations of plants and animals, producing large databases 
that academics can use to analyze trends in biodiversity.

• Reporting Plastic Pollution: Volunteers around the world use smartphone apps to 
report plastic garbage washed up on shores or found at sea, data that are critical for 
clean-up efforts and policy advocacy. 

1.4.6 Drones and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 

Drones have become an essential tool for environmental monitoring from difficult-to-reach 
locations, as they can capture high resolution data. UAVs are used in various applications, 
including:

• Forest Monitoring: Drones monitor forests to assess tree health, measure biomass and 
spot illegal activities such as logging and mining.

• Coastal and Marine Monitoring: Drones use their surveillance to watch coral reefs, 
follow marine wildlife and map coastal erosion. It provides holistic perspective, which 
is difficult to achieve with traditional techniques.
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• Disaster Assessment: In the wake of natural disasters, drones capture live video of 
disaster-stricken areas to support damage assessment and relief planning. 

1.4.7 Blockchain for Environmental Data Integrity 

Blockchain ensures that environmental data is transparent and trustworthy. Through cre-
ating immutable data records, blockchain addresses issues related to data tampering and 
to trust among partners in the value chain.

• Carbon Credit Trading: Decentralized ledgers enable clear visibility into carbon 
credits and responsibility for any carbon offset program.

• Supply Chain Tracking: Blockchain traces an item’s ecological impact from creation 
to disposal, supporting green standards in the enterprise.

• Water Management: The technology enables a de-centralized water trade system and 
ensures equitable distribution, thereby preventing conflicts on shared resources. 

1.4.8 Challenges and Future Directions 

However, many barriers remain in environmental monitoring. Modern technology is still 
in play, if not held back by high prices, data privacy concerns and the digital divide. 
The generated data size is also too big and requires a robust facility for the data storage 
processing and analysis. It is expected that future advances in environmental monitoring 
will combine different technologies. Such a hybrid device that combines IoT, AI, and 
blockchain should provide full capable and trustworthy support regardless of the above 
environment. International collaboration and the political will of governments will also 
be crucial in taking these technologies global (Table 1.1).

1.4.9 The Use of AI in Environmental Monitoring 

AI in Environmental monitoring Artificial Intelligence has a high potential in Environ-
mental monitoring. AI algorithms can analyze massive flows of environmental data to 
detect patterns, predict trends and make decisions automatically. For example, learning 
methods can be used for examining historical and current air quality data and forecast-
ing pollution levels mm h ahead, mm d into the future, so that local authorities could 
respond in advance. Similarly, AI-based systems can also help optimize resource utiliza-
tion around environmental topics. For example, if a wildfire starts near a city, drones and 
sensors equipped with artificial intelligence might detect the environmental impact, like 
decaying air quality, and then notify residents and deploy firefighters to be on hand to
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Table 1.1 Urban challenges and smart city solutions 

Urban challenge Smart city solution Impact 

Traffic congestion AI-based traffic management 
systems 

Reduced travel delays by up to 
25% in Singapore 

Air pollution AI-optimized traffic signals (e.g., 
Google’s Project Green Light) 

Decreased stops by 30% and 
emissions by 10% in pilot cities 

Waste management AI-powered smart bins and route 
optimization 

Increased collection efficiency by 
30% in Shanghai 

Energy inefficiency AI-driven smart grids Reduced energy consumption by 
25% in smart buildings 

Water scarcity AI-assisted water management 
systems 

Achieved 15% reduction in water 
wastage

limit damage. When AI and environmental surveillance are put together this way, maybe 
we can know which cities are going to need help most urgently, and prevent a bit more 
catastrophic damage. 

1.5 Green Infrastructure and Urban Adaptation 

1.5.1 Green Infrastructure for Sustainable Cities 

Green infrastructure is a system of natural and semi-natural systems designed to reduce 
storm water, cool urban heat islands, increase biodiversity, and improve air and water 
quality. Green infrastructure, in contrast to traditional “gray” infrastructure that is made 
from concrete and steel, uses natural processes to perform, often more cost effectively, 
functions such as stormwater capture, pollution reduction, and habitat enhancement. Green 
infrastructure reduces air pollution (for example, by green roofs that provide insulation 
and retain rainfall), increases biodiversity (as in urban trees) and directs rainwater through 
permeable pavements into the ground instead of the stormwater system. Urban parks and 
green corridors are also part of green infrastructure, they provide spaces for recreational 
activities by citizens as well as contribute to mental health and well-being. Cities across 
the globe are experiencing very significant challenges related to climate change, degrada-
tion of the environment and rapid population growth. To overcome such challenges, cities 
are increasingly relying on green infrastructure as a sustainable model of urban adapta-
tion. Green infrastructure are natural and semi-natural systems that provide ecological, 
social and economic benefits by integrating nature and nature based solutions into urban 
areas. These may ranges from Parks, Green roof, pervious pavement to wetlands. This 
chapter examines the role of green infrastructure in building resilient cities, its benefits, 
and emerging approaches to its delivery.
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1.5.2 The Role of Green Infrastructure in Urban Adaptation 

Green infrastructure is now recognized as having a critical role in helping cities to cope 
with climate change and other environmental challenges. Emulating natural ecosystems, 
it provides sustainable solutions for managing urban problems like flooding, heat islands, 
and air pollution.

• Stormwater Management: Green infrastructure helps control urban flooding by captur-
ing and filtering storm water. (Urban projects with features like rain gardens, bioswales, 
and wetland areas, would capture runoff, reducing waterlogging and lessening the 
pressure on drainage systems.)

• Urban Heat Island Mitigation: Learn how green roofs and tree canopies lower surface 
temperatures to reduce the impact of the urban heat island. Cooler and greener areas 
enhance the thermal comfort of occupants.

• Clean Air: Trees and plants in urban areas clean the air y removing pollutants. Trees 
and vegetation are carbon sponges, absorbing carbon dioxide and aiding climate change 
solutions.

• Habitat-creation: Green infrastructure adds to species’ habitats particularly for densely 
populated city areas. 

1.5.3 Benefits of Green Infrastructure 

The use of green infrastructure provides multiple benefits, not only to the environment. 
This combination of advantages renders it an important part of urban adaption strategies.

• Environmental Value: Green infrastructure provides ecosystem services to a commu-
nity, including water quality improvement, soil stabilization, and carbon capture.” It 
also contributes to climate control and reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

• Social Good: Green space is good for your mental and physical health, encourages 
community cohesiveness, and enhances quality of life. Research has indicated that 
urban greenery reduces stress and increases physical activity.

• Economic advantages: Green infrastructure reduces the costs of infrastructure—since 
green infrastructure does not generate profit, there are no additional costs. For example, 
permeable pavements reduce costs of stormwater controls.

• Climate Change Resistance: women infrastructure increases a city’s resistance to 
extreme weather conditions, like flooding, droughts and heat waves, by reinforcing 
natural systems.
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1.5.4 Innovative Strategies for Green Infrastructure 
Implementation 

Sweet Cities around the world have also redoubled their efforts to produce green infras-
tructure creatively. These manoeuvres integrate traditional methods with new technology 
and interdisciplinary cooperation.

• Green Roofs and Walls: For both us and the environment, plants on roofs and along 
walls are highly beneficial for anyone living pretty much anywhere in the world. Ran-
dom example: the isle of Singapore’s Marina Barrage. These roofs lower the energy 
used by buildings and improve insulation. Vertical green walls provide similar benefits 
and add an urban aesthetic.

• Urban Forests: Efforts such as Tokyo’s “Midorinokaze” campaign focus on dropping 
trees in urban spaces as a way to encourage growth and clean up the air.

• Smart Water Management: Tools such as IoT-based sensors can monitor stormwater 
systems and optimize water retention and use. Smart technology is used to handle 
rainfall in green infrastructural systems in Copenhagen, for instance.

• Community-driven approaches: Involvement of local residents in green infrastructure 
planning and upkeep ensures its maintenance. There are programs such as New York 
City’s “Greenstreets” that make unused spots bright green.

• Public–private Partnerships (PPPs): Working together, governments and the business 
have access to funding and expertise for large-scale projects of green infrastructure. For 
example, the “Thames Tideway Tunnel” in London combines nature-based solutions 
with engineering to control rainwater. 

1.5.5 Case Studies of Green Infrastructure Success 

The examples below demonstrate how cities have successfully used green infrastructure 
as a way to address urban issues:

• Rotterdam, the Netherlands: The city’s water squares double as public spaces during 
the dry seasons, and as stormwater retention basins after heavy rainfall to help prevent 
urban flooding.

• Melbourne, Australia: A tree canopy coverage plan in the Urban Forest Strategy aims 
to reduce heat stress and increase biodiversity in the city.

• Bogotá, Colombia: In the “Green Corridors” project the connection between parks 
is intensified, creating a network of green areas, essential for human and ecological 
health.
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• Seoul, South Korea: Restoring the city’s Cheonggyecheon Stream transformed a 
sewage-ridden waterway into a lively green corridor, stimulating tourism and reducing 
urban heat. 

1.5.6 Challenges in Implementing Green Infrastructure 

Green infrastructure brings with it a series of benefits but it also raises issues. These 
include:

• Space constraints: Urban areas are often not well equipped to support large green 
projects. Unconventional design, including vertical gardens, help to solve this problem.

• Fiscal Challenges: Green infrastructure requires a significant up-front expenditure. 
Nevertheless, cost sharing, sponsorship, and PPP may play a role to soften financial 
burden.

• Maintenance: Regular maintenance is key to the success of green infrastructure over 
the long term. Community involvement and high-tech monitoring systems mean less 
trouble with maintenance.

• Materiel Barriers: Legacy urban design regulations may hinder implementation of 
green infrastructure. Policymakers should support sustainable urban development 
plans. 

1.5.7 The Future of Green Infrastructure 

The fate of green infrastructure relies on the convergence of cutting-edge technology and 
cross-sectoral cooperation. New developments and emerging approaches include: •

• Nature-Based Solutions (NBS): Integrating healthy ecosystems and novel engineering 
solutions for sustainable urban development.

• Digital Twin Models: Utilizing virtual environments to design and better predict the 
outcomes of green infrastructure projects in the United States.

• Carbon–Neutral Cities: Building an urban infrastructure that’s green enough to cancel 
out its carbon pollution.

• Citizen Science: Enabling residents to track and participate in green infrastructure 
projects through apps and web portals.
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1.5.8 Urban Adaptation to Climate Change 

Cities struggling to deal with the growing impacts of climate change have a powerful tool 
at their disposal, but they may not even know it. Around the world, cities are starting to 
embrace nature-based solutions to manage key environmental issues like flooding, heat-
waves and extreme weather events. For instance, the “Urban Forest Strategy” of the city 
of Melbourne, Australia seeks to increase the tree canopy cover of the city, in order to 
combat to the urban heat island effect. In planting more trees and creating green spaces, 
Melbourne is not only reducing its energy consumption, but also is creating more comfort-
able environments for the people who live there, a particularly poignant fact in low-income 
areas, which are most susceptible to heatwaves. 

1.5.9 Case Study: The “Sponge City” Concept 

In China, meanwhile, the concept of “sponge cities” is being championed as a way to 
relieve urban flooding and water scarcity. Sponge cities are supposed to soak up and retain 
rain water through the deployment of permeable surfaces, green roofs, and systems that 
collect rainwater. Not only do these cities handle stormwater better, but they also reduce 
the risk of floods and help save water for use down the road. The green infrastructure 
projects in Wuhan, e.g., water plazas, green roofs, and wetlands are helping to create 
urban places more resilient and less vulnerable than before. 

1.6 Smart Cities Management and Innovations for Sustainable 
Development 

1.6.1 AI and Machine Learning in Smart Cities Management 

Smart city management is being revolutionized by Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine 
learning [15]. These technologies permit cities to sift through endless data in real time 
and make decisions for better urban processes. Machine learning systems, for example, 
might recognize patterns in traffic data, minimize energy consumption, and improve waste 
management. In energy management, AI can predict fluctuations in demand, enabling 
energy suppliers to adjust supply in real time and prevent waste. And in transportation, 
AI systems could analyze traffic data in real time to speed traffic flow, reduce congestion 
and reduce emissions. Machine learning models can also be used for preventive mainte-
nance, identifying potential problems in a city’s infrastructure before they turn into costly 
breakdowns.
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Table 1.2 Global smart city rankings by digital infrastructure readiness (2024) 

City Digital readiness score (out of 100) Key infrastructure highlight 

Singapore 92 Real-time surveillance, smart transport 
integration 

Zurich 89 Renewable-powered grid with AI 
automation 

Oslo 87 IoT water systems, green tech integration 

Tokyo 85 AI-powered metro and energy-efficient 
buildings 

New York 82 Smart grids, AI-based traffic optimization 

Source IMD Smart City Index 2024 

1.6.2 Innovations in Smart City Governance 

Smart Cities require new models of governance that combine technology, sustainabil-
ity and social equity. And data-driven decision-making empowered by AI and big data 
analytics assists city leaders in identifying programs that have the greatest impact on 
people’ lives. Additionally, new patterns of governance that are more transparent and 
involve the community are emerging. A number of smart cities already offer online por-
tals through which citizens can file complaints, track the progress of burgeoning projects 
and be engaged in the decision-making process. From cities such as New York and Lon-
don, open data campaigns represent one of the leading models of creative governance. 
Such systems make large troves of municipal data accessible to the public—from transit 
timetables to environmental data—providing an opportunity for people, corporations and 
researchers to study patterns and propose solutions (Table 1.2). 

1.6.3 Integrating Technology and Sustainability 

Smart cities: It’s key to combine technology with sustainable design. Through the com-
bination of digital infrastructure and green technology, cities can address the problem of 
increasing urbanization, and at the same time minimize their environmental impact. Inno-
vations in transport, energy and rubbish means that even cities with high living standards 
can reduce their carbon emissions. Smart cities isn’t just a matter of technology, but about 
creating more sustainable, resilient and efficient environments in our urban spaces. City 
services could be improved, environmental damages reduced, and citizens’ well-being 
enhanced by means of merged AI, G-IoT, big data and green infrastructure. In practical 
terms and with the help of the multidisciplinary point of view followed in this chapter, 
we will show how the meeting of these two technologies allows the change of life in the 
cities to a life: more sustainable, more egalitarian and more future-oriented. Smart city
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is a new concept of urbanization that develops rapidly, and it offers novel solutions to 
the problems triggered by the rapid growth of population, scarcity of resources and envi-
ronmental deterioration. Smart city the essence of a smart city is to strategically apply 
and voluntary develop technology and data-infused urban environments aimed to improve 
quality of life, efficiency of urban operation and services, and competitiveness, while 
ensuring sustainable growth. The chapter also elaborates on the approaches, technologies 
and innovations that support smart city administration and their importance in achieving 
SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) [16]. 

1.6.4 The Pillars of Smart Cities 

Smart cities are based on series of core pillars which leads to efficient urban management 
and sustainability. These include: 

1. Smart Government: Transparent, and participative decision-making processes through 
e-government Applications and electronic platforms. 

2. Cyber-Physical Systems: The embedding of pervasive and networked information 
and communication technology into urban infrastructure to increase efficiency, lower 
resource consumption, and enhance the quality of life. 

3. Smart Economy: Promoting innovation, entrepreneurship and digital market connect-
edness to stimulate economic growth [17]. 

4. Smart Mobility: Adoption of intelligent transportation systems (ITS), electric vehicles 
(EVs), and shared mobility services to minimize congestion and carbon emissions [2]. 

5. Smart Environment: Use of green technology and techniques to reduce environmental 
impact and boost resource efficiency. 

6. Smart Living: Enhancing urban livability via access to excellent healthcare, education, 
and housing. 

1.6.5 Innovations in Smart City Management 

Smart cities are an amalgamation of technology with innovative ideas for administration. 
The following are some key paradigm shifts for sustainable urban development:

• IoT (Internet of Things): IoT equipment connect city systems and provide real-time 
data for efficient resource management. It includes smart meters, environmental sensors 
and networked traffic system for instance.

• AI/ML: AI driven analytics for predictive maintenance, efficient utility use and smart 
urban planning.
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• Big Data Analytics: By analyzing large databases, municipal administrators may spot 
patterns, forecast trends, and make educated choices.

• Blockchain Technology: Blockchain provides data security and transparency in sectors 
including digital identity management, urban supply chains, and e-governance.

• Geospatial Technology: GIS and remote sensing technologies serve in urban planning, 
disaster management, and infrastructure construction.

• Digital Twins: Virtual models of cities imitate real-world settings to improve operations 
and prepare for future growth. 

1.6.6 Sustainable Development via Smart Cities 

Smart cities play a crucial role in attaining sustainable development by addressing social, 
economic, and environmental concerns. The following sections demonstrate how smart 
city projects contribute to the SDGs: 

1. Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7):
• Implementation of renewable energy options such as solar panels, wind turbines, 

and microgrids.
• Smart grids enhance energy delivery and decrease losses. 

2. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (SDG 9):
• Deployment of intelligent infrastructure that responds to changing urban needs.
• Promotion of startups and innovation clusters to stimulate technical progress. 

3. Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG 11):
• Development of eco-friendly structures with smart energy systems.
• Urban regeneration initiatives that incorporate green spaces and pedestrian-friendly 

architecture. 
4. Climate Action (SDG 13):

• Use of AI and IoT to monitor and manage urban heat islands, air pollution, and 
greenhouse gas emissions.

• Adoption of circular economy ideas to decrease waste. 

1.6.7 Case Studies in Smart Cities Management 

Numerous cities across the globe are used as benchmarks for smart city projects. The 
following examples illustrate how technology and managerial strategies are transforming 
cities: 

1. Barcelona, Spain: Barcelona uses IoT-based sensors to manage parking, waste collec-
tion and street lighting. The city’s intelligent water management system reduces water 
by 25%.
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2. Singapore: Singapore uses digital twinning to simulate urban systems and enhance 
planning through its Smart Nation initiative. The city also uses AI in health care to 
improve public health care. 

3. Amsterdam, Netherlands: The “Smart City” project in Amsterdam is centered on 
innovation through cooperation in, for instance, energy, sustainability (transport and 
houses). They are in fact experimenting with tasting programs. 

4. San Diego, USA: The city uses smart lighting which has cameras and sensors to track 
traffic and air quality, reducing energy consumption by 60%. 

1.6.8 Challenges in Smart Cities Management 

Smart cities, although promising, face many challenging problems that need to be tackled 
in a strategic way:

• Privacy and Security of Data: Security and data protection are important aspects with 
increasing number of IoT devices and cyber threats nowadays.

• Digital Divide: Fair and equal access to digital infrastructure and services is still an 
issue in many areas.

• High Upfront Costs: Adoption of smart technology requires high capital investment, 
which might be a barrier for underdeveloped as well as developing communities.

• Interoperability Problems: Connecting together different systems and technologies, 
can be difficult and costly.

• Responsible Use of Technology: The e-waste and energy usage linked to digital 
technology should be used thoughtfully. 

Figure 1.4 illustrates the percentage improvement across key urban challenges. Waste 
Management and Energy Inefficiency show the highest levels of improvement at 27% 
and 23%, respectively, highlighting successful intervention areas. Traffic Congestion 
and Water Scarcity show relatively lower improvements, indicating room for further 
development.

1.6.9 Future Directions in Smart Cities Management 

Trends and breakthroughs will dictate the evolution of smart cities. Areas of focus include 
the following:

1. AI-Powered Urban Analytics: Sophisticated AI models will provide more in-depth 
understanding of urban issues, enabling to tackle issues proactively.
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Fig. 1.4 Urban challenges versus improvement

2. Integration in the Circular Economy: Cities will apply the principles of the circular 
economy to increase resource productivity and reduce waste. 

3. Citizen-Centred Design Lean over Citizen design, and focus on citizens collaborating 
with place and service outcomes through participatory UX platforms. 

4. Infrastructure resilience: Construction of infrastructure that is resilient to climate 
impacts, will withstand adverse weather events. 

5. International Cooperation: Through international cooperation, exchange knowledge 
and work toward standards on smart city development. 
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2Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) 
for Sustainable Cities of the Future 

2.1 Overview of IoT and Sustainable Cities 

In an increasingly urbanized world, cities face mounting challenges in balancing growth 
with sustainability. Internet of Things (IoT) refers to the network of physical objects— 
sensors, devices, vehicles, appliances—embedded with electronics and connectivity that 
enable them to collect and exchange data in real time. 

These “smart” devices can monitor conditions, communicate over the internet, and be 
remotely controlled or automated. Sustainable cities (often called smart sustainable cities) 
are urban environments designed to meet present needs without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet theirs. This involves achieving a harmonious integration of 
environmental protection, social well-being, and economic development [1]. 

In practice, a sustainable city pursues reduced pollution and resource consumption, 
improved quality of life for all citizens, and robust, inclusive economic growth. 

Bringing IoT and sustainability together yields the concept of the Green Internet 
of Things (G-IoT)—IoT systems and applications explicitly geared toward sustainabil-
ity goals. G-IoT encompasses both greening of IoT (making IoT devices and networks 
energy-efficient and eco-friendly) and greening by IoT (using IoT to help achieve sus-
tainability targets in various sectors) [2]. In sustainable cities, IoT serves as a critical 
infrastructure layer that can collect data on urban conditions, optimize operations, and 
enable data-driven decision-making for sustainability [3]. 

For example, a city deploying thousands of IoT sensors can continuously monitor 
energy usage, traffic flow, air and water quality, waste levels, and other parameters. The 
data from these sensors allows city managers and systems to anticipate problems and 
respond proactively—preventing waste, reducing pollution, and improving services.
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2.2 Relevance of IoT to Sustainable Cities 

IoT technologies support all three pillars of sustainability: 

• Environmental sustainability: IoT is widely used in environmental monitoring and 
resource management. By detecting changes in conditions such as air quality, noise, 
temperature, or water pressure, IoT systems help identify pollution spikes, leaks, or 
other inefficiencies in real time. 

For instance, as per the CCAC Secretariat (hosted by the UN Environment Pro-
gramme). London installed 100 IoT sensors in 2019 to monitor air quality across the 
city. Similarly, Helsinki’s university deployed an IoT-based system to track airborne 
particulate matter. Continuous monitoring means that cities can respond faster to envi-
ronmental issues—issuing smog alerts, fixing water leaks, or adjusting traffic flows to 
cut emissions. IoT-driven management of energy and resources also reduces wastage. 
A smart electricity grid in Helsinki, Finland, resulted in a 15% reduction in energy 
consumption through better demand-response and efficiency measures (UNEP. IPCC 
Reports. 1990, 1995, 2001, 2007) [4] 

Collectively, such improvements curb greenhouse gas emissions and help cities 
address climate change. (In fact, cities account for over 75% of global CO2 emis-
sions, so enhancing urban efficiency via IoT can have a significant climate impact.) 
Furthermore, IoT sensors strengthen disaster resilience by providing early warning 
for natural hazards. Many cities now deploy networks of environmental sensors that 
detect earthquakes, floods, or wildfires and automatically alert authorities and citizens, 
greatly improving response times. In 2020, 23 UN member countries had effective 
IoT-powered early warning systems that protected over 93% of their at-risk popula-
tions from natural disasters [5]. Social sustainability: A sustainable city is also one 
that fosters a high quality of life, equity, safety, and inclusive services for its residents. 
IoT contributes to social sustainability by enabling smart community services, transpar-
ent governance, and improved public safety. By publishing open data from IoT sensors 
(for example, live air quality or transit data on city dashboards), city governments can 
engage citizens with information and build public trust. When residents have access 
to real-time information and see improvements (like shorter commutes or cleaner air) 
resulting from smart initiatives, they become more confident in city management and 
more involved in civic life. IoT also plays a direct role in public safety and health. 
Cities like Singapore have installed connected cameras and sensors in public areas, 
which, when combined with analytics, have dramatically reduced crime rates—Singa-
pore famously reported zero robberies or thefts in a 322-day period after implementing 
an IoT-enhanced surveillance program. In healthcare, wearable IoT devices and remote 
patient monitors help doctors keep track of vulnerable patients’ vital signs and con-
ditions. Such smart healthcare applications enable early detection of medical issues 
and improve emergency response. For example, IoT patient monitors in hospitals can
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alert staff to subtle signs of deterioration so that interventions occur before a crisis. IoT 
connectivity is also valuable in disaster and emergency response from a social perspec-
tive: smart devices and networks can rapidly disseminate warnings to the public and 
coordinate first responders. After an incident, IoT devices (like smartphones or wear-
ables) can help locate survivors by detecting mobile signals or vital signs, significantly 
improving search-and-rescue operations within the critical 72 h “golden window” [6]. 

• Economic sustainability: Economic vitality in a city is enhanced by IoT through 
greater efficiency, innovation, and cost savings. Smart city systems reduce operational 
costs for municipalities (for instance, optimizing energy use in street lighting or water 
distribution saves money) and they often deliver services more efficiently, which bene-
fits businesses and residents. IoT-based smart grids, for example, minimize energy loss 
and downtime—ensuring businesses have reliable power and consumers pay only for 
what they use. 

Smart meters can enable dynamic pricing that flattens peak demand and lowers 
utility bills. In transportation, IoT reduces the economic loss of time spent in traffic by 
easing congestion. According to one estimate, an AI-driven traffic management system 
in Kansas City (USA) that leverages IoT sensors to adjust traffic lights cut average 
travel times by up to 25%, allowing commuters to save time and boosting productivity. 
IoT-driven optimization also means infrastructure is used more effectively, potentially 
deferring the need for costly new construction. Additionally, the push for G-IoT creates 
economic opportunities in the technology sector: developing and deploying sensors, 
networks, and data analytics creates green jobs and spurs innovation. By improving 
resource efficiency (doing more with less), IoT helps cities achieve economic gains 
while using fewer resources—a core principle of sustainability [7]. 

So, IoT serves as a nervous system for smart sustainable cities, continually sensing 
the urban environment and enabling adaptive, efficient management.

2.3 Emerging Trends and Technologies in G-IoT for Smart 
Cities 

Building a sustainable smart city requires not only applying IoT to new use cases but 
also innovating the IoT technology to be energy-efficient, resilient, and integrated with 
advanced capabilities. 

In recent years, several key trends and technologies have emerged in what can be called 
“Green IoT” for smart cities:

• Energy-Efficient IoT Devices: Designing IoT hardware with low-power electronics 
and protocols is a cornerstone of G-IoT. Many urban IoT sensors need to operate 
for years in the field (often on battery power) [8]. Advances in microelectronics
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Table 2.1 Key differences between traditional approach (Pre-IoT) and G-IoT-enabled approach 

City function Traditional approach (Pre-IoT) G-IoT-enabled approach 

Electric power One-way power flow; manual 
meter readings; periodic outage 
checks 

Two-way smart grid with sensors and 
smart meters enabling real-time balancing 
of supply/demand and quick fault 
detection. Consumers can feed in solar 
power; utilities adjust to usage patterns 
dynamically 

Water 
management 

Water usage measured 
infrequently; leaks often go 
undetected until major issues; 
fixed pump schedules 

Smart water system with IoT meters and 
leak sensors providing continuous usage 
data and instant leak alerts. Real-time 
monitoring of water quality and pressure 
helps prevent losses (addressing 
the ~ 25–30% water lost as “non-revenue 
water” in many cities) 

Transportation Static traffic signal timings; 
limited data on congestion; 
reactive response to accidents 

Smart traffic systems using IoT sensors and 
cameras to monitor flow and incidents in 
real time. Traffic signals adjust adaptively 
to reduce congestion (e.g., AI-controlled 
lights improved travel times by 25% in 
Kansas City). Integrated apps guide drivers 
to free parking, cutting unnecessary 
circling 

Street lighting Lights on fixed timers or always  
on at night, regardless of actual 
need 

Smart lighting with IoT-connected LED 
streetlights that dim or brighten based on 
ambient light or motion sensors. This cuts 
energy use dramatically and allows remote 
outage detection 

Waste collection Scheduled pickups regardless of 
bin fill levels; routes set 
manually; overflowing bins 
between pickups 

Smart waste management with 
sensor-equipped bins that report fill status. 
Collection routes and frequency are 
optimized based on need, reducing fuel use 
and overflow incidents. (Studies show IoT 
waste systems can cut collection 
costs ~ 50% and carbon emissions ~ 20%) 

Community 
alerts 

Reliance on broadcast alerts 
(TV/radio) or sirens for 
emergencies; one-way 
communication 

Connected alert systems that push 
notifications to smartphone apps, digital 
signage, and IoT sirens. Citizens receive 
location-specific alerts (e.g., for severe 
weather or hazards) and can also send 
feedback or SOS signals via connected 
devices 

Source Created by Authors
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and firmware allow modern sensors and communication modules to consume only 
micro-watts or milli-watts of power in standby, and to transmit data efficiently. For 
examples, Next-gen BLE beacons and Zigbee/Thread devices in smart buildings remain 
in sleep mode for the most part, only waking up to transmit data, thereby significantly 
increasing battery life. Low-power chipsets and intelligent design enable some sen-
sors to operate 5–10 years on a coin-cell battery. Low-power wide-area networks can 
similarly accommodate small battery-powered devices for up to 10 years. Long lifes-
pan facilitates sustainability by lowering battery waste and maintenance. Moreover, 
manufacturers are looking at green materials and recyclable product designs for IoT 
devices.

• Solar-Powered and Energy Harvesting Sensors: G-IoT extends beyond batteries by 
tapping renewable and ambient sources of energy to activate devices. Solar-powered 
sensors, for instance, are possible to use continuously without grid power, which suits 
smart city applications such as traffic or environmental sensing. Various other sources 
of energy like heat, motion, RF signals, and wind are also being utilized to acti-
vate small IoT devices. A common example is a solar-powered air quality sensor 
that recharges by day and transmits data without battery replacement. Such energy-
harvesting techniques facilitate cleaner IoT systems by reducing battery waste and grid 
consumption. Efforts towards ongoing standardization focus on enhancing energy stor-
age and compatibility, making the way for increasingly self-sufficient outdoor sensor 
networks for weather, pollution, and wildlife tracking. 

• AI Integration (AIoT): A major trend is the convergence of IoT with artificial intel-
ligence—often termed AIoT. In sustainable smart cities, AI and IoT work together in 
symbiosis: IoT provides the data streams, and AI provides the analytics and decision-
making. Embedding AI into IoT systems allows cities to not only collect data, but 
interpret it and respond autonomously. An intelligent building HVAC system utilizes 
IoT sensors to gather data on temperature, occupancy, and air quality, and AI to set 
comfort and energy-saving settings. At a city level, AIoT provides real-time traffic 
management, forecasts infrastructure maintenance requirements, and predicts energy 
or water consumption. AI also optimizes IoT network efficiency by streamlining data 
routing and compression. This integration provides systems with increased adaptability 
and efficiency, allowing cities to efficiently use resources and enhance services such as 
traffic movement and public safety. 

• Low-Power Wide-Area Networks (LPWAN): To connect the multitude of distributed 
sensors across a city in an energy-efficient way, LPWAN technologies have become 
indispensable. LPWANs (such as LoRaWAN, Sigfox, NB-IoT, and LTE-M) are com-
munication networks optimized for low-bandwidth IoT devices that need to transmit 
small amounts of data over long distances while consuming minimal power [9]. 
Their characteristics—long range, penetration through buildings, and multi-year bat-
tery life—perfectly suit city-scale deployments like smart streetlights, water meters,
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parking sensors, environmental sensors, and more. For example, LoRaWAN and Sig-
fox networks can often reach 5–15 km ranges in urban areas and support thousands of 
devices on a single gateway, all while devices only sip microamps of power when idle. 
NB-IoT (Narrowband IoT) is a cellular LPWAN standard that operates on licensed 
bands and can similarly support massive numbers of devices with very low power 
consumption, even in underground or indoor locations. 

The benefit of LPWAN for sustainability is two-fold: 

a. IoT devices can operate untethered (on small batteries or harvesters) for long periods, 
which reduces maintenance and battery waste. 

b. LPWANs are power-efficient and cover large distances with low base stations, making 
them suitable for smart cities. They offer a stable backbone for connecting devices 
such as utility meters, air quality sensors, and agriculture monitors. Serving as the 
city’s “sensory organs,” LPWANs facilitate data flow from remote sensors while saving 
power, enabling large-scale, environmentally friendly IoT deployments. 

5G Connectivity and Future Opportunities in Smart Cities 
In addition to LPWAN for IoT devices with low power, 5G presents new opportunities 
for high-speed and secure communication in cities. It enables three primary types of com-
munications—enhanced broadband, ultra-reliable low-latency links, and massive machine 
connections. The latter pair are particularly priceless in intelligent cities, where intelligent 
transportation systems like autonomous cars, drones, and factory controls utilize real-time 
exchange of data and respond within fractions of a second, as fast as a few milliseconds. 
Both vehicle-to-infrastructure communication and fleet management will hugely benefit 
from such low-latency support. 

5G is also unique in that it can support millions of devices in a limited space, which is 
crucial as cities expand their IoT infrastructure. With capabilities such as network slicing, 
specific channels can be reserved for mission-critical services like emergency response, 
providing guaranteed performance even during heavy traffic. This flexibility ensures that 
service quality is preserved while it accommodates an expanding network of sensors and 
connected devices. 

Although 5G is not as power-efficient as LPWAN, cities are heading towards a hybrid 
solution. High-data or time-sensitive devices such as video surveillance systems or intel-
ligent vehicles use 5G, whereas low-complexity, battery-powered sensors continue on 
LPWAN networks. This solution offers an optimal, cost-effective solution to service varied 
connectivity demands throughout the city. 

Collectively, technologies such as LPWAN, 5G, and forthcoming advancements like 
6G and satellite IoT are building a robust foundation for smart city infrastructure. Coupled
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with energy-efficient devices and AI-driven analytics, they make urban IoT systems not 
just smarter and quicker but also sustainable and responsive to real-time requirements. 

Example: A city park equipped with modern IoT shows how emerging tech supports 
sustainability. Solar-powered soil sensors send data via LoRaWAN, while AI predicts 
irrigation needs and smart valves use only the required water. A 5G drone monitors 
tree health and cleanliness, helping target maintenance efficiently. Together, these tools 
demonstrate how G-IoT can optimize resources and city operations. 

2.4 Smart Development: G-IoT in Infrastructure and Urban 
Planning 

Smart cities weave G-IoT into urban planning and infrastructure as an overarching strat-
egy, not merely as independent projects. Infusing IoT into roads, buildings, utilities, and 
public areas enables continuous data gathering. Such real-time information enables wiser 
planning decisions, enabling cities to become more efficient, waste-reducing, and more 
liveable. 

This section shows how Green IoT enables smarter infrastructure and planning 
through data-driven, sustainable decisions: 

2.4.1 Smart Traffic and Transportation Systems 

Urban traffic congestion leads to environmental harm, economic loss, and commuter frus-
tration. Green IoT helps cities address this by enabling smart traffic management. Sensors 
like cameras, GPS devices, and road loops provide real-time data to traffic systems, which 
use it to adjust signals, manage routes, and support public transport efficiency. Kansas City 
demonstrates this well—its AIoT-based traffic grid analyzes live conditions and adapts 
signal timing, reducing travel times by up to 25%. This results in less idling, fewer emis-
sions, and faster emergency responses. Additionally, smart parking systems use sensors or 
cameras to detect available spaces, guiding drivers via apps and cutting unnecessary driv-
ing. Public transportation also benefits, with many cities using IoT trackers on buses and 
trains to provide real-time arrival info on digital displays and mobile apps. Altogether, IoT 
makes urban transport systems more adaptive, sustainable, and user-friendly compared to 
traditional, fixed-schedule approaches. 

2.4.2 Green Buildings and Smart Buildings 

Urban buildings contribute significantly to a city’s energy usage—typically between 30 
and 40%. Due to this, converting conventional buildings into intelligent, energy-saving
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spaces is becoming increasingly important in sustainable urban planning. One of the 
drivers for this change is the Internet of Things (IoT), which upgrades Building Man-
agement Systems (BMS) with the addition of smart sensors and automation to optimally 
manage lighting, heating, cooling, and air systems. 

For instance, in commercial areas, sensors may be used to sense occupancy and modu-
late the HVAC systems to cool or heat occupied rooms only. This targeted control prevents 
waste of energy and ensures comfort. Research has indicated that these smart HVAC sys-
tems can save an estimated 20–25% electricity consumption. Likewise, IoT-led lighting 
based on motion and daylight sensors can reduce lighting energy consumption by as much 
as 40% by varying brightness or turning off lights in vacant spaces. 

Cities are increasingly implementing retrofitted solutions such as smart thermostats, 
automated window shades, and air quality sensors in residential and commercial build-
ings. These technologies not only reduce energy expenses and emissions but also enhance 
indoor comfort and building safety. They also allow for predictive maintenance by 
identifying structural problems early, encouraging long-term resilience and sustainability. 

2.4.3 Environmental Monitoring and Urban Green Spaces 

Proper urban planning these days is entirely dependent on detailed, real-time environ-
mental data. Due to the Internet of Things (IoT), cities can use widespread networks of 
sensors monitoring air quality measurements such as PM2.5, nitrogen dioxide, and ozone, 
in addition to noise, temperature, humidity, and even soil and wildlife in parks. In contrast 
to older systems with few monitoring stations, IoT offers high-density data coverage at 
many locations, providing planners with a more complete and detailed environmental pic-
ture. This ongoing stream of data allows for focused interventions. For example, endemic 
air pollution in particular locations may necessitate traffic adjustments or the introduction 
of low-emission zones. Noise levels can initiate measures like the imposition of quiet 
periods or the redesign of roads to cut back on sound pollution. 

Urban green spaces also enjoy the advantages of smart technologies. Sensors for soil 
moisture assist in irrigation management to conserve water. At the same time, foot traffic 
information can help design improved park spaces or inform future expansions. Fur-
thermore, several cities are embracing digital twins—dynamic virtual replicas fueled by 
real-time IoT data—to simulate development plans before execution, building smarter, 
greener, and more resilient cities. 

2.4.4 Data-Informed Urban Planning 

Modern urban planning relies heavily on precise, real-time environmental data. With the 
integration of IoT, cities now deploy extensive sensor networks that monitor air pollutants
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like PM2.5, nitrogen dioxide, and ozone, along with ambient noise, temperature, humidity, 
and even ecological factors in parks. Unlike traditional methods with limited data points, 
IoT offers widespread, detailed insights across urban spaces. 

This data stream helps identify pollution-prone zones and supports targeted 
responses—such as altering traffic flow or creating low-emission areas. Elevated noise 
levels might prompt quiet zone policies or road redesigns to reduce disturbances. 

Green spaces benefit as well. Soil sensors optimize irrigation, conserving water while 
keeping landscapes healthy. Data on park usage guides better facility planning and green 
space expansion. Additionally, cities increasingly use digital twins—virtual city models 
powered by IoT data—to test development scenarios and support sustainable, informed 
decision-making. 

In short, by embedding IoT into infrastructure (making it “smart”) and by employing 
IoT data in urban planning, cities create a virtuous cycle: smart infrastructure gener-
ates data → data drives better planning → better planning yields more sustainable 
infrastructure and services. 

Table 2.2 gives a snapshot of the use of Green IoT (G-IoT) in different sectors of 
urban infrastructure, along with the most significant advantages these technologies have to 
provide. It showcases how smart solutions help bring enhanced efficiency, sustainability, 
and quality of life to cities.

By embracing these technologies, cities are undertaking “smart development”—devel-
opment that converges innovation with sustainability. No longer do city planners view 
IoT as a mechanism, but rather as a given infrastructure. Like the saying, “data is the 
new asphalt”: just like roads and pipelines defined cities throughout the previous century, 
sensor systems and real-time information are defining sustainable cities today. 

2.5 G-IoT in Water and Energy Conservation Management 

Two of the most critical resource systems in any city are water and energy. Managing 
these systems sustainably is essential for a city’s future, and G-IoT provides powerful 
tools to conserve resources, improve efficiency, and ensure reliability [10]. 

So, we delve into how Green IoT is revolutionizing water management (including 
water supply, wastewater, and irrigation) and energy management (particularly electricity 
via smart grids and smart meters) (Fig. 2.1).

2.5.1 Smart Energy Grids 

The traditional electrical grid is undergoing a transformation into a smart grid—essen-
tially an IoT-enabled power network. A smart grid uses digital communications and IoT 
sensors throughout the power system: from generation plants and renewable energy farms,
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Table 2.2 Examples of G-IoT applications across urban infrastructure sectors 

Sector G-IoT Application Example Sustainability Benefits 

Transportation Smart traffic lights and IoT-enabled 
congestion management; smart 
parking systems; connected public 
transit (buses with GPS) 

Reduced traffic jams and vehicle 
idling = lower emissions; shorter 
commute times improve economic 
productivity and quality of life; 
public transit reliability encourages 
its use (cutting private car usage) 

Buildings Smart building management systems 
(HVAC and lighting automation via 
IoT sensors); occupancy-based 
climate control; IoT-enabled energy 
management platforms 

Significant energy savings 
(10–20% less building energy use 
overall); lower carbon footprint; 
improved indoor comfort; data on 
energy use helps target retrofits 
and renewable integration (e.g., 
solar) 

Energy grid Smart grid with IoT sensors along 
power lines and substations; smart 
electricity meters at homes; 
demand-response IoT devices (smart 
thermostats, EV chargers) 

Higher grid efficiency and 
reliability (faster outage detection 
and restoration); integration of 
renewables (IoT helps balance 
variable solar/wind input) 
consumers are more aware of and 
can adjust their energy usage, 
saving costs and energy 

Water and 
wastewater 

IoT water meters and pressure 
sensors; smart leak detection in 
pipelines; IoT irrigation controllers; 
wastewater treatment sensors 

Water conservation through quick 
leak repair and optimized usage 
(addressing water scarcity); lower 
energy usage in water distribution; 
safer water quality through 
continuous monitoring; optimized 
irrigation avoids over-watering city 
landscapes 

Waste management Sensor-equipped waste bins and 
dumpsters; route optimization 
software; AI-based sorting robots in 
recycling facilities; fill level alerts to 
waste collectors 

Fewer collection trips (fuel and 
emission reduction—e.g., one city 
saw a 20% CO2 cut with smart 
waste systems); less overflowing 
trash (improving hygiene); 
increased recycling rates due to 
better sorting and monitoring 
(30–50% increase reported with 
smart systems)

(continued)
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Table 2.2 (continued)

Sector G-IoT Application Example Sustainability Benefits

Urban planning City digital twin fed by IoT data; 
open data dashboards showing 
traffic, pollution, energy usage; 
crowd-sourced reporting apps linked 
with IoT (e.g., noise reporting) 

More informed decision-making 
for sustainable development 
(data-driven); ability to simulate 
impacts of projects and choose 
greener options; improved public 
engagement and transparency 
builds support for sustainability 
initiatives 

Public spaces Environmental sensors in parks (air 
quality, UV index); smart lighting 
and irrigation in public areas; 
pedestrian flow sensors on sidewalks 

Healthier environments (e.g., 
identifying polluted areas to 
mitigate); reduced resource use 
(water, electricity) in maintaining 
public spaces; data to design more 
accessible, pleasant urban spaces 
(e.g., ensure adequate lighting or 
shade where people need it)

through transmission lines and substations, down to distribution in neighbourhoods and 
even within homes (smart meters and smart appliances). This results in a two-way flow 
of both electricity and information. 

For instance, smart meters placed in residential homes and commercial establish-
ments constantly monitor electricity consumption and report back to utilities at regular 
intervals—often every few minutes. These finer-grained data enable utilities to study con-
sumption patterns, spot problems such as outages or equipment malfunctions in real time, 
and react quicker. It also enables demand-response measures, wherein smart devices can 
briefly lower power consumption during peak demand (e.g., temporarily shutting off an 
HVAC system) to alleviate pressure on the grid and avoid blackouts. 

• From a sustainability perspective, this IoT-powered energy management provides 
various important advantages: 

• Enhanced grid efficiency, through more accurate balancing of supply and demand. 
• Less energy waste, through real-time monitoring and remote control. 
• Reduced carbon emissions, through the incorporation of additional renewable energy 

sources and reducing dependence on fossil fuel-powered peaker plants. 
• Consumer empowerment, as customers receive information about their energy usage 

and are able to make more educated, environmentally friendly decisions.
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Fig. 2.1 Water conservation management v/s energy conservation management [11]
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Source Author’s Creation 

2.5.2 Smart Grids Powered by G-IoT: Driving Energy Efficiency, 
Resilience, and Sustainability 

• Improving Energy Efficiency and Minimizing Losses. 

Grid-IoT (G-IoT) infrastructure ensures constant monitoring of energy grids, which 
simplifies the detection of problems such as system inefficiencies, overheated compo-
nents, or misuse. Automated systems enable precise adjustment of voltage and frequency, 
minimizing wasteful energy loss. A smart grid program in Helsinki, to cite an example, 
resulted in a 15% reduction in energy consumption—demonstrating the potent effect of 
these technologies [12]. 

Facilitating Easy Integration of Renewable Energy 
Sources such as solar and wind are inherently variable, but G-IoT technologies mitigate 
this by dynamically balancing supply. If solar output is low due to cloud cover, the system 
can instantly switch to stored energy or flexible generators to ensure grid stability. This 
flexibility enables a higher proportion of renewables in the energy mix, allowing cities to 
reduce emissions and move towards cleaner objectives.
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• Connecting Consumers to Smarter Energy Use. 

Smart meters and mobile applications provide consumers with minute-by-minute infor-
mation about their electricity usage. Time-of-day pricing encourages individuals to move 
their usage during off-peak hours—such as running big appliances during nighttime. 
Research shows that such real-time feedback, particularly when integrated with smart 
home technology, can result in a 5–15% decrease in residential energy consumption. 

• Enhancing Grid Resilience and Quick Response. 

With G-IoT sensors installed, the grid can sense and respond to faults in near real-
time. Some sophisticated networks can even redirect electricity around a trouble spot 
automatically, avoiding service disruptions. This quick response is essential as severe 
weather events increase in frequency, minimizing dependence on emission-intensive 
backup systems. 

Conclusion 
G-IoT smart grids lay the foundation for productive, sustainable, and secure urban energy 
networks. Through optimization, integration of renewable energy, and engagement with 
customers, they create the pillars of a low-carbon, future-proofed infrastructure. 

2.5.3 Water Conservation and Smart Water Management 

Water is another resource under pressure (due to growing demand and climate-related 
scarcity). IoT-based smart water management is emerging as a solution for cities to 
monitor and conserve water comprehensively.
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Source Author’s Creation 

Key aspects includes: 

• Leak Detection and Loss Reduction: A startling amount of urban water is lost before 
it ever reaches consumers—this “non-revenue water” is due to leaks in pipes and theft 
or meter inaccuracies. The World Bank estimates that globally about 25–30% of water 
is lost in distribution networks. IoT helps tackle this by installing pressure sensors and 
flow meters throughout the network. By analyzing the data, the system can pinpoint 
unusual drops in pressure or discrepancies in flow that indicate a leak, often narrowing 
it down to a specific pipe segment. Smart water platforms send instant leak alerts to 
utility teams, who can dispatch repair crews before a major pipe burst or significant 
water waste occurs. In smart city pilots, such IoT leak detection systems have saved 
millions of gallons of water and reduced pipe break incidents by enabling preventive 
maintenance [13] 

For instance, one IoT solution might notice that water flow at midnight in a district 
is higher than expected (when usage should be minimal) and flag a probable leak.
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Quick fixes not only save water but also energy (since treating and pumping water is 
energy-intensive). 

• Smart Water Meters: Similar to electricity, smart water meters are being deployed to 
give frequent readings of water usage at each customer. This helps detect leaks on the 
customer side (for example, if your usage is continuously high even when you’re away, 
you might have a leak in your house). It also allows for usage-based pricing schemes 
that encourage conservation. From a city perspective, the data from smart meters can 
identify usage patterns (say, higher water use in certain neighbourhoods or at certain 
hours), allowing better demand management. 

According to research, by 2024 about 45% of cities and communities are expected 
to adopt IoT-enabled water management for usage monitoring and leak detection— 
indicating the strong momentum in this area. 

• Water Quality Monitoring: Ensuring safe water quality is paramount for public health. 
Traditionally, water quality was checked by periodic sampling and lab tests. IoT brings 
continuous monitoring through smart sensors that measure parameters like turbidity, 
pH, chlorine levels, and even detect contaminants in water. These sensors can be placed 
at water treatment output, in distribution pipes, and at delivery points. If any anomaly 
(e.g., contamination or a drop in disinfection levels) is detected, alerts can be generated 
immediately, allowing rapid response such as issuing boil-water advisories or flushing 
lines. Similarly, in wastewater treatment plants, IoT sensors track treatment efficiency 
(chemical levels, biological oxygen demand, etc.) to ensure effluent released to rivers 
is within safe limits. This real-time oversight helps prevent environmental pollution 
events and can protect ecosystems. 

• Precision Irrigation and Landscape Watering: Within cities, a significant amount of 
water is used for irrigation of parks, public gardens, golf courses, and other green areas. 
IoT has introduced precision irrigation techniques, similar to those used in agriculture, 
to urban landscape management. Soil moisture sensors, combined with weather data 
and smart controllers, ensure that irrigation systems water plants only when and as 
much as needed. For example, if rain is forecast or if soil moisture is already adequate, 
the system can skip a scheduled watering cycle, saving water. Conversely, during heat 
waves the system might water a bit extra to keep plants alive, but at times when 
evaporation is lowest (e.g., early morning or evening). The savings from such smart 
irrigation can be substantial—studies in agricultural settings have shown water savings 
of 20–30% or more without sacrificing crop yield, using IoT-based irrigation control. 
In a city context, this means healthier urban greenery with less water. It also saves 
the energy that would have been used to pump that water. Some cities are even using 
IoT-controlled drip irrigation for street trees and planters, directly delivering water to 
roots with minimal waste.
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Smart Energy Usage in Buildings (Demand Side Management) 
While the earlier part on smart grids covers the supply side, it’s worth noting how IoT 
aids demand side energy management in buildings and facilities, as part of conservation. 
Smart thermostats (like Google Nest or others) learn household patterns and adjust heat-
ing/cooling schedules to save energy while maintaining comfort. IoT-connected appliances 
can schedule themselves (e.g., a smart water heater might heat water when grid electric-
ity is plentiful and cheap, and stay off during peak times). In commercial buildings, IoT 
systems manage energy by turning off lights and equipment in unoccupied zones, and 
by responding to utility demand-response signals (for instance, temporarily dimming all 
lights by 10% to reduce load when needed—barely noticeable to occupants but energy-
saving at scale). According to a report by the International Energy Agency, digitalization 
of building controls could cut building energy use by as much as 10% by 2040. These 
demand-side IoT applications complement the smart grid and contribute to overall energy 
conservation in the city. In water and energy domains alike, G-IoT provides fine-grained 
visibility and control that simply was not possible before. The result is a shift from reac-
tive management (fix problems after they become big) to proactive and even predictive 
management (addressing issues early, optimizing continuously). 

2.6 Building Smart Communities: G-IoT for Social 
Sustainability and Quality of Life
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While technology is often discussed in terms of infrastructure and efficiency, its ultimate 
purpose in a sustainable city is to improve the lives of people. G-IoT, when thoughtfully 
integrated, can foster smart communities—i.e., communities that are safe, inclusive, well-
served by public utilities, and engaged in civic life. IoT is changing city services to be 
more responsive and people-oriented. In public safety, intelligent systems now utilize con-
nected devices such as CCTV, gunshot sensors, smart streetlights, drones, and emergency 
wearables. The devices provide real-time information to emergency responders and law 
enforcement agencies. 

Intelligence cameras can sense out-of-normal behaviour or traffic congestion and alert 
the authorities, and gunshot sensors can detect as well as pin-point shots instantly. 
IoT-enabled monitoring of infrastructure also enables them to detect damage or threats 
to bridges and tunnels and enhance both security and safety. IoT hastens emergency 
response. Internet-enabled cars or roadside units can call in crashes with exact locations 
and impact, which medics get immediately. Automatic clearing of routes for ambulances 
can be done through intelligent traffic control. During calamities, flood sensors, quake 
sensors, and weather sensors provide timely warnings and improve evacuations. IoT also 
supports community safety. Adaptive streetlights that change in response to pedestrian 
traffic can deter crime. Air quality monitors can reveal pollution problems in under-
resourced neighbourhoods, which can help ensure public health. Even waste collection
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service is improved. Sensors reduce the risk of garbage overflows, keeping neighbour-
hoods cleaner and healthier. By becoming more efficient with public services, cities can 
refocus savings into neighbourhood initiatives such as schools, parks, and social welfare. 

• Emergency Response and Disaster Management 

G-IoT in disaster management involves early detection, fast communication, and 
effective coordination. Cities prone to earthquakes are installing IoT accelerometers in 
buildings and underground that can detect tremors and trigger alarms or automatic shut-
offs (for gas lines, trains, etc.) critical seconds before the strongest shaking arrives. In 
coastal cities, IoT-connected sirens and SMS alert systems (triggered by flood sensors 
or tsunami buoys) can evacuate populations to safety with precious time to spare. During 
disasters, maintaining communication is vital—IoT mesh networks can be deployed when 
cell networks fail, connecting first responders’ devices and victims’ phones in an ad-hoc 
manner. 

• Digital Inclusion and Connectivity 

A socially sustainable city is one where all residents have access to information and 
services, including the marginalized or disabled. IoT can promote digital inclusion in 
multiple ways. City-wide public Wi-Fi or low-cost IoT connectivity can ensure even 
those without expensive data plans can connect to the internet in public places—help-
ing bridge the digital divide. Some cities use IoT kiosks that offer free internet access, 
device charging, and city service information, placed in underserved areas. Accessibil-
ity for people with disabilities is also improved via IoT, for instance, smart intersection 
signals that interact with a visually impaired person’s smartphone to give audio cues 
for safe crossing, or IoT-powered navigation apps that guide wheelchair users via routes 
that are ramp-accessible. Additionally, the data from IoT can inform city programs to 
address inequality—e.g., foot traffic sensors might reveal that a certain neighbourhood 
lacks adequate public transportation at certain times, prompting the city to adjust bus ser-
vices. Inclusive smart city design means involving communities in the planning of IoT 
deployments and ensuring that new tech doesn’t just benefit the tech-savvy or affluent. 

• Empowering Civic Engagement through IoT 

Smart cities become more robust when citizens assist in crafting local solutions. IoT 
enables this by establishing new means for citizens to engage with their city. Apps or 
websites are now used by many where citizens can report issues such as potholes or 
malfunctioning lights, frequently accompanied by sensor data—for example, a report on 
a streetlight that is out might include its most recent activity to facilitate repairs.
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Cities are also becoming transparent by publishing real-time data through public dash-
boards that display traffic movement, air or water pollution levels, or water consumption. 
Such openness encourages citizens to suggest ideas or create their own applications based 
on open data sets. In Singapore, for instance, open smart city data has given rise to 
innovations such as accessible route mapping for the disabled [14]. 

Crowdsourced information is another form of contribution by communities. Citizens 
can have sensors, like air quality sensors, on their land and infuse richness into the city’s 
sensor web while being able to gain essential environmental information themselves. Both 
awareness and local ownership are increased through this method. 

Public planning is also being improved. Cities are now employing visualizations of 
IoT data—such as speed heat maps at traffic meetings—to make discussions fact-based. 
This helps build trust, as citizens realize that not only are they heard but their input is 
also supported by data the city seriously considers. 

• Health and Wellness Services via IoT 

IoT is increasingly becoming a part of urban health, integrating personal care and public 
health systems. Wearable ECGs, glucose meters, and intelligent blood pressure cuffs are 
now allowing patients, particularly the elderly, to monitor chronic conditions at home. 
Cities are increasingly getting together with health providers to supply these devices and 
implement warning systems that alert authorities to out-of-character behaviors, such as 
inactivity from an otherwise active residence. IoT also improves public health by facil-
itating early outbreak detection via anonymized information from smart thermometers 
or drug purchases. During the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous cities employed IoT and 
mobile technology for contact tracing and quarantines monitoring, demonstrating how 
digital technologies can aid large-scale health responses. 

Apart from direct care, IoT brings value to daily life—consider smart fitness paths 
that lead joggers, play areas that verify equipment safety, or engaging displays in public 
areas such as libraries and museums. These aspects, though nuanced, enhance wellness 
and help build a healthy community. 

So, Intelligent technology must work for humans, not dominate them. Those cities 
integrating IoT with openness, learning, and citizen input have improved adoption and 
trust. People are more apt to support and interact with technology when they comprehend 
and profit from it. 

Table 2.3 consolidates the Contributions and Benefits of Green IoT (G-IoT), posi-
tioning its value within the three sustainability pillars: social, environmental, and 
economic. Although emphasis lies with social effects—enhanced public services, health-
care, security, and civic participation—the table also indicates relevant intersections with 
environmental and economic aspects, demonstrating G-IoT’s comprehensive function in 
creating more intelligent, sustainable communities.
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Table 2.3 Benefits of G-IoT mapped to sustainability pillars 

Sustainability Pillar G-IoT Contributions and 
Benefits 

Examples from Smart Cities 

Environmental (quality and 
resilience)

- Continuous monitoring of air 
and water quality for healthier 
communities. Lower pollution 
and emissions through 
optimized traffic and utilities. 
Better waste management and 
cleaner streets/public spaces. 
Greater resilience to climate 
impacts and disasters via early 
warning systems 

Ex: London’s air quality IoT 
network guiding policies to 
improve air (environmental + 
health benefit); Singapore’s 
IoT-driven waste system 
reducing landfill use and 
emissions; Coastal cities using 
IoT flood sensors to protect 
neighborhoods 

Social 
(equity, health, safety, 
inclusion)

- Improved public safety and 
reduced crime through smart 
surveillance and lighting. 
Faster emergency response and 
disaster aid (saving lives, 
reducing injuries). 
Enhanced healthcare delivery 
via telehealth and real-time 
health monitoring (especially 
for elderly/disabled). More 
accessible city services for all 
(IoT-enabled assistance for 
disabled, multi-language 
support, etc.). Increased civic 
engagement and transparency 
(open data, citizen feedback 
loops) 

Ex: Singapore’s nearly 
crime-free year after IoT 
camera rollout (public safety); 
A disabled person using a 
smart traffic signal app to 
safely cross (inclusion); 
Kansas City’s open data portal 
letting residents track city 
performance (engagement)

(continued)
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Table 2.3 (continued)

Sustainability Pillar G-IoT Contributions and
Benefits

Examples from Smart Cities

Economic (efficiency, growth, 
innovation)

- Cost savings in city 
operations (energy, water, 
maintenance) free up budget 
for social programs 
New business opportunities and 
jobs in the green tech and IoT 
sector (economic growth with 
sustainability focus). Attracting 
residents and businesses with 
improved city services and 
quality of life (competitive 
advantage). Data-driven 
optimization leads to 
productivity gains (e.g., less 
time in traffic, efficient 
logistics) 

Ex: Smart building energy 
savings translating to millions 
of dollars saved and reinvested 
in affordable housing; Startups 
emerging to use city open data 
to build new services 
(economic innovation); A city 
noted for its smart 
infrastructure drawing tech 
companies and talent, boosting 
the economy (while adhering 
to sustainability values) 

It’s clear that G-IoT’s impact on social sustainability is multi-faceted. Ultimately, a 
smart community is one where people feel safer, more connected, and more empowered 
to shape their environment. IoT provides the digital connective tissue to achieve this, 
but human-centered design and governance are key—the technology must be deployed in 
ways that address community needs and protect rights (privacy, security, equity). When 
done right, the city of the future is not just one that is high-tech, but one that is greener, 
healthier, and more liveable for everyone. 

2.7 Enhancing Urban Sustainability with G-IoT to Promote 
a Circular Economy 

Rethinking Urban Sustainability and Circular Economy Principles 
Sustainability in cities isn’t only about daily operations; it’s also about rethinking how 
resources flow through the urban economy. The concept of the circular economy has 
gained traction as a way to minimize waste and keep products and materials in use for as 
long as possible (as opposed to the traditional linear “take-make-dispose” model). G-IoT 
plays a pivotal role in enabling circular economy strategies in cities by providing tracking, 
automation, and data that help close the loops of resource use.
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2.7.1 Smart Waste Management and Recycling 

Cities generate vast amounts of solid waste daily. Traditional waste management often 
ends in landfills or incineration, which are not sustainable. IoT is revolutionizing this 
sector in several ways, making it more circular (by increasing recycling and recovery) 
and more efficient: 

• Intelligent Collection Systems: Waste bins with IoT sensors facilitate on-demand 
collection based on fill levels, minimizing unnecessary truck trips and emissions. Var-
ious waste streams, such as recyclables and organics, can be collected separately as 
needed, increasing recycling rates. Recycling rates in some cities have increased by 
30–50% and contain less contamination due to timely pickups. Moreover, AI-based 
route optimization reduces operational expenses by as much as 50% and reduces car-
bon emissions, such as Sydney’s 20% CO2 decrease. Reduced truck trips also make 
the air cleaner and cities healthier. 

• IoT-Enabled Recycling Bins and Sorting: Urban areas are implementing smart bins 
in public spaces that employ sensors and AI to automatically recognize and sort trash 
into the proper bins, reducing contamination in recyclables. While still in develop-
ment, this technology has great promise. In recycling plants, more sophisticated AI 
systems with high-speed sensors and robotic arms sort materials by type, shape, or 
brand—frequently employing QR codes or digital stamps. These industrial IoT solu-
tions significantly enhance sorting accuracy and efficiency over manual processes, 
enabling more materials to be recycled. IoT data also informs recycling markets and 
policy decisions. 

• Waste-to-Energy and Resource Recovery Optimization: For the waste that isn’t recy-
cled, many cities use waste-to-energy (WTE) plants or biogas digesters (for organic 
waste). IoT sensors in these facilities can optimize the process—for example, mon-
itoring the calorific value of incoming waste to adjust combustion, or tracking the 
composition of biogas to tweak digestion parameters. Additionally, IoT can moni-
tor emissions in real time to ensure these facilities operate cleanly. While WTE is 
sometimes controversial, if used, IoT makes it cleaner and more efficient, extracting 
maximum energy while minimizing pollutants. In a circular mind-set, even ash or 
digestant from these processes can be reused (e.g., ash in construction, digestant as 
compost) if carefully monitored for safety. 

2.7.2 Organic Waste Composting (Closing the Loop on Food 
and Green Waste) 

Organic waste (food scraps, yard trimmings) is a major part of city waste and a significant 
source of methane (a potent greenhouse gas) if landfilled. The circular approach is to
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compost or anaerobically digest this organic material and return it to soil or use it as 
biofuel. IoT helps manage composting at both industrial and community scales: 

• Industrial Compost Facilities 

Industrial composting facilities employ IoT to track important conditions such as 
temperature, moisture, and oxygen levels in compost piles. Real-time information is 
transmitted through wireless sensors to central systems, enabling operators to correct dry-
ness or overheating issues by adding moisture or aerating piles. This facilitates quicker, 
more efficient composting, minimizes odors and emissions, and enhances quality of the 
compost. Some systems even aerate automatically through blowers, assisting in the trans-
formation of waste into useful compost for application in parks or agriculture—closing 
the nutrient cycle. 

• Community Composting and Smart Bins 

Locally, IoT is being implemented in household and neighborhood composting sys-
tems. Compost bins that are “smart” are able to monitor fill levels and conditions of 
compost and alert users when intervention is necessary. A company from Australia cre-
ated a tool that provides instant feedback through an application, facilitating easier and 
more interesting composting. A few cities provide kitchen bins that use IoT and monitor 
the amount of compost, relying on feedback and gamification to make people more inter-
ested. These initiatives divert organic waste away from landfills, enrich soil, and sustain 
urban agriculture, encouraging circular resource use. 

2.7.3 Digital Product Passports and Lifecycle Tracking 

The most revolutionary impact of IoT to drive a circular economy is its ability to cre-
ate digital product passports (DPPs)—information records accompanying a product that 
indicate its source, materials, maintenance history, and end-of-life treatment. These are 
enabled through technologies such as RFID tags, NFC chips, and QR codes. 

• Unique Identification and Tracking 

Each product or part can be labeled with an IoT-readable unique ID, and it can then be 
tracked throughout production until it is disposed of or reused. For example, a washing 
machine with an internal RFID tag will be able to hold information regarding its parts and 
repair history. When it has reached the end of its lifecycle, recyclers can scan and deter-
mine what material it contains as well as the disassembly protocols, assisting recycling
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properly. Customers in secondary markets can also read its service record, encouraging 
good reuse. 

• Internet of Things and Blockchain for Supply Chain Transparency 

Merging IoT with blockchain delivers secure, tamper-proof product tracking along 
every step—factory, store, consumer, and recycler. Each IoT scan records to a blockchain, 
creating a reliable record. The EU is already exploring this for products such as electron-
ics and cars. Such systems not only optimize recycling effectiveness but also stimulate 
reuse—for instance, scanning an expired item to learn its repair details and reuse 
possibility. DPPs retain material in use by educating all involved parties. 

• Lifecycle Performance Data 

IoT can track usage and wear over time, enabling circular business models. For 
instance, sensors on public scooters can identify repeated component failure, prompting 
manufacturers to enhance durability. In such models as lighting-as-a-service, where the 
owner is the service provider, IoT enables monitoring of usage, maintenance initiation, 
and return for reuse or recycling at the end of service life—all promoting circular design 
and asset management. 

2.8 Smart Waste Management and Urban Mining 

IoT and data analytics are opening new paths to the recycling of valuable resources from 
city trash—transforming cities into “urban mines.” By adding technology such as X-ray 
or laser sensors to sorting facilities, cities can track trends in waste, like increased e-waste 
in certain districts. This information can inform specialized recycling initiatives or laws. 
Sensors may also identify valuable metals, such as copper or gold, bound for landfills, 
which could make it worth investing in advanced material recovery. IoT-enabled tags on 
electronics can also simplify tracking and separation when recycling. 

• Facilitating Circular Systems 

One of the biggest challenges of circular economies is coordinating the behavior of 
producers, consumers, and recyclers. IoT fills those gaps by giving them real-time infor-
mation. It assists manufacturers in creating improved, longer-lasting products and provides 
consumers with more intelligent disposal choices via apps and smart bins. Those devices 
can also encourage green behaviors—if a person can see that they recycled 10 kg of plas-
tic this month, they’re more likely to continue doing so, just as fitness apps encourage 
repeated use.
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• Beyond Waste: Closing the Loop 

Circularity is not just limited to solid waste—it involves water and energy as well. 
IoT systems can handle greywater reuse or harness waste heat from industries to heat 
buildings, reducing resource loss. The aim is to establish feedback loops that emulate 
natural ecosystems, where waste turns into input. 
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3AI and the Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) 
in Smart Cities 

The rapid rise of urbanization in the twenty-first century requires urgent actions from 
the world’s cities to come up with effective and sustainable ways to manage resources, 
infrastructure, and services. Smart city is the product of modern technology such as AI, 
G-IoT to maximize the urban life function. AI and G-IoT are collaborating to provide 
the foundation for developing sustainable and smart urban systems due to their capability 
of handling large data volumes and efficiently operating energy-saving IoT systems. And 
with AI technologies, technological applications can give cities more ability to make 
their decisions fact based in urban development and public transportation systems. G-IoT 
Tangible urban infrastructure also benefits from G-IoT whose devices are smart enough 
for applications to thrive with the least environmental clutter. Cities that integrate these 
technological systems create smart connected environments, where such operations can 
be sustainable according to the visions of sustainability and technological development. 
To elaborate more on the impact of AI on smart cities, [1] evaluates current infrastructure 
development and urban utilization and transport, and sustainability and local authorities’ 
operations and so much more. The conversation shows how AI solutions are put into 
practice across cities across the globe and explores the impact of technology on urban life. 
An important current aspect of the chapter considers integration challenges, such as data 
privacy risks, cyber threats, and system interoperability and it provides some guidance 
in terms of how to mitigate these challenges. AI and G-IoT are the core mode of urban 
construction to improve operation efficiency, reduce energy consumption, and improve 
living quality of residence. The chapter concludes with a deep-dive analysis of these 
achievements that will serve city managers and technology policymakers and lawmakers 
in constructing a framework of a smarter sustainable city.
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3.1 Introduction 

Urban technology progressions via Artificial Intelligence and Geo-IOT promote fast grow-
ing of smart cities foster the life quality on neighborhoods at cities. Artificial Intelligence 
can also help a large city’s operations become more sustainable and efficient while pro-
viding better living conditions. AI in conjunction with G-IoT contributes in better asset 
management decisions and environmental conservation (e.g., both support energy-efficient 
IoT devices). This section explores convergence of AI technology and G-IoT systems 
for building future urban environment enhancement, while focussing on four smart city 
aspects; traffic management systems and public safety measures, environmental obser-
vation and, energy-efficient infrastructure development of urban landscapes. Combining 
G-IoT leads to power conservation devices that emit less carbon from urbanization. AI 
and G-IoT together build up a sustainable system that adapts to the need of current urban 
society which sees the combination of the advanced technologies and the concern toward 
the environment. Cities are provided with copies through digital twinning, where time 
sensitive viewing is assisted for the observation, the prediction of subsequent events and 
testings in case of emergency. AI-based environment monitoring systems promote sus-
tainable solutions by monitoring pollution trends, tracing greenhouse gas emissions and 
making recommendations for remediation to better protect the environment. AI adoption 
also brings benefits to public safety and security operations. With predictive analysis, the 
patterns of criminals can be predicted beforehand to provide prevention in the first place. 
Automated diagnostic systems in combination with robotic surgery on top of devices that 
can monitor our body in real time will make medical care more accessible for everyone! 

3.1.1 The Role of AI in Shaping Smart Cities 

The twenty-first century has turned cities into dynamic epicenters of economic devel-
opment during their expansion characterized by innovation and cultural diversity. Fast 
urban development brings a series of problems and challenges, such as: traffic congestion, 
resource consumption, environment deterioration and imperfect public service facilities. 
Smart cities will only succeed in achieving their capability of a sustainable and efficient 
city by the utilization of advanced technologies such as G-IoT and AI. Sustainable power 
consumption for devices in inspire the AI’s capability of fast analysis of big data hence 
smart strategies makes cities smarter and greener by G-IoT. This aspect focuses on the 
transformation of urban environment and public services delivery, together with improve-
ment of the quality of life of the inhabitants as a result of AI based interventions. In this 
section, we show how G-IoT is interconnected to AI in order to give rise to cities, urban 
development planning and infrastructure control for public services delivery and trans-
portation improvements, enhanced energy utilization etc. The following section discusses 
the key challenges cities face during the implementation of AI-based technologies, and
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presents solutions to surmount such obstacles, such as in data protection, user privacy, 
and technology compatibility issues. 

3.1.2 The Evolution of Smart Cities: The Role of AI 

Smart cities are the urban ecosystems of smart cities, and the modern urban systems runs 
on data, leading to the need for increased efficiency and sustainability levels using AI. 
Classic cities acquired information through humans decisions and managed everything 
by hand, creating delays and inefficiencies on decision making and resources placement. 
Artificial intelligence consists of machine learning algorithms, deep learning and predic-
tive analytics in order to automate decisions completely and optimize the operation of 
city management. 

(1) AI as the processing unit for smart cities for smart cities, AI systems serve as the 
processing unit, collecting real-time data from sensors as well as cameras and IoT 
devices. These cognitive computation systems pattern spot while you make future 
sales estimates his or her own and more and automations that can cause cities operate 
more nearly as good as they must. AI-powered traffic control systems automatically 
change traffic signals to prevent gridlock by predicting where there will be congestion 
in the future and making those predictions accordingly. 

(2) Digital Twins Assisted by AI is the most advanced application of AI-enabled urban 
planning. By using the data from the AI algorithms, for buildings and transportation 
(as well as infrastructure components), virtual copies of them can be generated, which 
facilitate being able to perform the simulations in multiple situations. Urban Plan-
ning—Digital twins The application of digital twins in urban planning Digital twins 
in Urban Planning allows urban planners to identify sustainable practices, perform 
impact assessment of the projects and to improve the municipal processes. 

(3) Internet-based decisions reinforce the basis of urban governance from the analytical 
perspective. Predictive analysis mashup is used for the cities to be able to mitigate 
disaster and avoid the crisis as well as in allocating resources efficiently. The AI 
analytical system crunched crime data in order to create locations for where police 
need to focus their attention activities. 

3.1.3 The Synergy Between AI and G-IoT 

Using the G-IoT sustainability model, we minimise the power related measurements 
needed by Iot devices protecting the environment. The combination of AI and G-IoT 
is able to offer the following efficiency gains to smart city management:
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G-IoT equipped devices G-IoT equipped devices having smart meters in combination 
with energy-aware sensors as well as intelligent lighting systems employ AI algorithms 
for optimal utilization of power. Maximum power consumption rates are predicted to 
rearrange the distribution of power, with less-waste products and less-environmental 
emissions. 

In contrast, G-IoT products use energy-efficient electricity from a data system and 
return the emission control recommendations to those regulators. 

With Smart trash Management AI, G-IoT together it becomes less time consuming 
to collect your trash and trucks are optimally routed for efficiently punctual services 
where the amount of fuel needed to power these trucks is minimized. AI-based trash 
segregation systems make meaningful enhancements in the recycling rate for improving 
the environment condition of urban life for us to be sustainable. 

3.1.4 AI Applications in Smart Cities 

There are many sectors in smart cities where the industry relies on AI, such as trans-
portation, energy management, public safety and healthcare. AI effects on three critical 
faculties are as follows: 

Smart Transportation Systems 

Real-time alterations in traffic light routines by AI-based data analyses aid to reduce traffic 
jam in the roads. Schools teach students about self-driving cars with AI taking the wheel 
to free up public transportation and eliminate driver-driven mistakes and increase drive 
safety. Using predictive analytics AI delivered public transport systems generate improved 
bus and metro timetable schedules, therefore reducing waiting times. 

AI-Enhanced Public Safety 
AI surveillance systems analyse video data to identify abnormal behavior patterns, which 
are then sent to the authorities live in police departments. The combination of predic-
tive policing and AI emergency systems, for disaster, provides more effective disaster 
monitoring systems. 

Sustainable Infrastructure 

AI is being used to make building management more efficient, with HVAC control 
systems, lighting automation and environmentally friendly building construction. AI pre-
dictive analysis designs, as used in programmes, will reduce our operations costs and 
extend the operational life of our city infrastructure systems.
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Fig. 3.1 Application of AI 
and big data in smart cities 

Artificial Intelligence in Governance and Citizen Services 
FAEs which are AI-driven virtual assistants assist citizens by engaging them to quickly 
fetch information from the Government and also provide access to easy issue reporting. 
Individuals, with these AI-run e-governance systems, get more transparency and more of 
a voice in their communities. 

AI in Healthcare 
While smart cities are becoming part of the landscape of both developed and develop-
ing countries, the IoT technology for enabling smart cities has been extended to the 
health-care area, i.e., in the form of smart health-care. Smart telemedicine with AI-enabled 
technology and predictive diagnostic tools and real-time patient diagnostic systems along 
with patient tracking systems work in smart cities to provide better access to medical 
services. The integration of AI analytics makes for better predicting of pandemics and 
preparing for response solutions (Fig. 3.1). 

3.1.5 Challenges in Implementing AI in Smart Cities 

AI in smart cities, however, despite its potential to be transformative, faces several 
challenges:
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Data Privacy and Security

• AI relies on vast database stores, raising fears about privacy of personal data.
• Cybersecurity issues like data breaches and manipulation of A.I. represent vulnerabil-

ities in municipal infrastructure. 

High Implementation Costs

• The adoption of AI requires heavy investment in infrastructure, sensors and processing 
power.

• Tight budgets limit the expansion of AI programs in poor cities. 

Interoperability of Technology

• Various AI systems and IoT devices need to work seamlessly across different municipal 
departments.

• Standardized procedures are necessary for data exchange between AI-connected 
systems. 

Ethical Considerations

• AI decision making should be transparent and without prejudice.
• Regulation should ensure that AI applications are ethical and not discriminatory. 

3.1.6 Future Prospects of AI in Smart Cities 

As the AI technology gets better, the future smart cities will also get more independent, 
self-sufficient and resilient. Some rising trends include: 

AI-Driven Climate Resilience

• A.I. algorithms predict natural disasters and optimize climate adaption strategies. 

Hyperconnected Smart Cities

• AI will support real-time interoperability between a whole range of urban systems, so 
that smart, city-wide automation becomes easy.
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AI on Quantum for Future City Control

• Quantum computing will enhance the capacity of AI, facilitating faster and more 
complex decision-making. 

AI-Integrated Smart Grids

• Power networks that reflexively adjust the flow of energy based on demand at any 
given moment. 

Conclusion 
AI and Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) are transforming smart cities, emphasizing 

efficiency, sustainability, and better human quality of life. AI-driven decision making, 
smart infrastructure, smart mobility and sustainable energy solutions are redesigning the 
cities of the future. While challenges such as data privacy, ethical concerns, and tech-
nical integration are obstacles to overcome, continued innovation and policy-based AI 
governance will usher in a new era of smart, green, and connected urban landscapes. AI 
combined with G-IoT will significantly contribute to the future smarter and responsive 
cities which are environmentally sustainable for future generations [2]. 

3.2 AI-Driven Infrastructure and Urban Planning 
for Revolutionizing City Development 

3.2.1 Introduction 

Running with this idea of city planning meant relying to a much greater extent on manual 
data collection and more traditional modeling techniques. AI disrupts and redefines city 
development with its ability of real-time data processing and predictability, deployment, 
and automation and data rich analysis and analytics. For example, AI-based Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) can offer a dynamic mapping functionality allowing plan-
ners to simulate urban sprawl and perform environmental analysis. G-IoT temperature 
developing air quality and noise sensors and water quality Establishes this set of capabil-
ities shows the staff to continued Monitoring as a manager of the city. AI-driven smart 
grids add more efficiency to power grid networks so that cities can grow in a sustainable 
manner. 

It can be safe said that AI-driven urban planning should be now classified as gen-
erative design as a major breakthrough according to Hadiyana and Ji-hoon [3]. An AI 
algorithm system is used to explore massive numbers of design scenarios to find the 
sweetest spots for everything from roads, as well as sustainable placements of buildings 
and green space. By integration of AI based intelligent energy distribution model and
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Fig. 3.2 AI-driven infrastructure 

AI based waste management system optimal recycling analysis for reducing the electric-
ity outage is also provided. AI-powered infrastructure is heavily dependent on Building 
automation systems (BAS) as one of its critical enablers. BAS with AI and IoT sensors 
control home and office heating and cooling systems so that they use as little energy as 
possible. Applying AI-based construction monitoring AI is an effective tool to enforce 
safety rules by identifying and possibly defects as early as possible and minimum any 
detrimental delays and costly down-time (Fig. 3.2). 

With the spread of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies, cities are planned, devel-
oped, managed, and maintained by modern automated ways, and in a world fully filled 
with huge data, AI-enabled systems are synchronized with advanced IoT networks, real-
time analytics, and intelligent infrastructure to create efficient, resilient, and sustainable 
urban environments. AI driven solutions help optimize city planning and infrastructure 
use, anticipate trends in the growth of cities, and improve city resilience, adaptability, and 
sustainability to emerging challenges. In these conditions AI is awarded an unparalleled 
head start in multidisciplinary life-data-integration, predictive analytics, machine learning 
models, and automation procedures for the infrastructure design and the urban planning. 
AI in urban planning helps local governments accomplish better decision-making effi-
ciency, decision speed, and decision quality, thereby optimizing land use, constructing 
energy-efficient buildings, and planting smart transit systems, and resilience cities.
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3.2.2 The Role of AI in Urban Planning and Smart Infrastructure 

AI and its promise of data-driven decision-making “Contemporary planning practice has 
a lot to gain from the use of artificial intelligence, particularly when it comes to urban 
development, as it enables cities to use data to make informed decisions. Here are the 
primary methods in which artificial intelligence supports the application of intelligent 
infrastructure and the advancement of urban planning: 

1. Predictive Analytics of City Growth. 
2. Geospatial analysis powered by AI predicts urban development trends, guiding 

planners to invest resources judiciously. 
3. Satellite imagery coupled with AI can review past trends and extrapolate variations 

in population density, letting communities predict where more homes, transit and 
utilities will be needed. 

4. Land-use efficiency is evaluated using machine-learning algorithms that ensure 
urban expansion causes the least amount of environmental impacts, while ensuring 
sustainable growth. 

5. AI-Driven, Smart Infrastructure Services and Solutions 76. 
6. AI enhances the efficiency of city infrastructure by predicting maintenance of wear 

and tear in roads, bridges, and buildings. 
7. Computer vision and sensor-based AI models analyze real-time structural health data, 

so that cities can circumvent infrastructure problems before they rise up. 
8. AI-driven traffic management systems optimize road use by adjusting traffic signals 

and providing alternative routes to minimize congestion. 
9. AI in City Planning for Sustainable Solutions 

10. AI enables the construction of energy-saving buildings, such as intelligent HVAC 
systems, smart lighting and automatic energy management technology to minimize 
power usage. 

11. With AI-based green space design, urban sustainability is reinforced such as ensuring 
the right place for parks, water reservoirs or tree plantations contributing to minimize 
urban heat consequences. 

12. AI-powered waste management systems improve trash pickup, recycling and waste 
management, efficient and helping cities become more sustainable. 

3.2.3 The Impact of AI on Transportation and Mobility 
Infrastructure 

Transportation and mobility systems play crucial role for efficient transport of people 
and goods in urban areas. Here’s how AI-powered innovations are changing the shape of 
transportation infrastructure:
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AI-Based Optimization of Traffic Flow 
Traffic prediction models relying on artificial intelligence process historic as well as 
present data and work on better utilization of road resources to reduce congestion. 

Intelligent traffic lights managed by AI change on their own based on the flow of 
traffic, eliminating congestion and reducing fuel consumption. 

AI-enabled public transportation scheduling ensures buses, trains and metros run 
at maximum efficiency, reducing the waiting time and providing a better customer 
experience. 

Autonomous, Intelligent Transportation Systems

• AI is ultimately clearing the way for autonomous vehicles of all types, self-driving 
buses, taxis and delivery trucks.

• AI-based ride-sharing and on-demand mobility solutions contribute to the efficiency of 
urban mobility via a decrease in the rate of individual automobiles and an optimization 
of vehicle usage.

• Smart parking solutions that use AI, also known as AI powered smart parking systems, 
guide cars to open parking spots, saving fuel and preventing traffic buildup. 

Sustainable Transportation Networks Empowered by AI

• AI via bicycle-sharing and e-scooter sharingzi hope to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, 
while promoting green commuting.

• AI models assess pedestrian movement to create safer and more walkable cities at the 
intersection of smart crosswalks and pedestrian-prioritized areas.

• Maximize fuel economy and reduce your carbon footprint with AI-based fleet 
management in mass transit. 

3.2.4 Smart Infrastructure for Resilient and Disaster-Ready Cities 

And catastrophe preparation and resilience is one of the key parts of AI in city planning. 
The contribution of AI-enabled technologies to city resilience is shaped by: 

AI FOR DISASTER PREDICTION AND MANAGEMENT

• A.I.-enabled early warning systems crunch seismic, meteorological and environmental 
data to predict natural disasters like earthquakes, floods and hurricanes.

• Emergency response coordination through AI ensures that rescue is efficient and well-
organized, resulting in fewer deaths and damages.
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AI for Climate-Responsive Urban Planning

• “AI-enhanced climate models prepare cities for negative weather by modeling out 
future situations and instructing us to build infrastructure.”

• Two AI-based smart water system applications are employed to continuously identify 
drought and to optimize water distribution for sustainable urban water supply.

• AI-empowered renewable energy grid management improves solar and wind energy 
usage, and helps make cities more climate-resilient. 

3.2.5 Challenges and Future Prospects of AI-Driven Urban 
Development 

Challenges: 

Data Privacy and Security: The accumulation and processing of large amounts of urban 
data raise concerns about data security and citizen privacy. 

High Capital Expenditure: AI based smart infrastructure requires huge money which limits 
its penetration in developing world. 

Integration Challenges: Cities will need to ensure that AI-powered products and services 
integrate seamlessly with our current networks and governance. 

Ethical issues: The decision-making by AI should be transparent, just and fair, so as to 
reduce urban bias and injustice. 

3.2.5.1 Future Prospects 

1. AI Integrated Smart networks: Cities will transition to fully AI-linked power networks 
that enable real-time optimisation of power distribution. 

2. Quantum AI for Urban Development: Quantum computers will enable far more 
sophisticated simulations and predictive modeling for urban planning. 

3. (AI-Driven) Hyper-Connected Cities: Ubiquitous AI connecting all elements of the 
city will enable self-operating and self-sufficient city formations. 

Conclusion 
AI is revolutionizing urban infrastructure and city planning and the way forward is 

more sustainable, resilient and efficient smart cities. With AI-powered predictive analytics, 
real-time automation, and resilient design, cities can transform use of land, improve public 
transit, minimize natural resources impact, and quality of urban life. Yet, new challenges 
about high prices, or about data privacy have to be tackled, but AI-driven urban planning
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seems to have a bright future, providing cities that are smarter, greener and more adaptable 
to urban dwellers’ ever-changing needs. 

3.3 Challenges and Key Requirements for Smart Cities 

3.3.1 Introduction 

Although AI and G-IoT show great potential in smart city construction, there are also 
some problems to be solved. These are the data privacy concerns, the infrastructure costs, 
the technical compatibility and the security risks. AI systems require vast amounts of data 
to work well, raising ethical and privacy concerns around data collection and use. 

In addition, incorporation of AI in the current infrastructure of a city, implies huge 
financial investment. Cities have to set rules to ensure fair access to smart technology and 
to maintain cybersecurity so that people’s information is secure. Furthermore, interoper-
ability between different AI systems and with IoT devices is a basic requirement for a 
hassle-free realization of smart cities. Data fragmentation is one of the key challenges in 
AI-enabled smart cities. Cities are getting data from many places, from traffic cameras to 
environmental sensors and utility meters, but there’s no platform for integrating all that 
data together. AI Data Lakes and decentralised ledger technologies like blockchain, offer 
interesting possibilities for improved data integration, transparency and security. A second 
challenge is the ethical application of AI. In AI systems, bias can result in biased decision 
making in applications such as facial recognition and predictive policing. To mitigate this, 
AI governance models, such as explainable AI (XAI) methodologies, should be enforced 
to ensure a degree of transparency and accountability for smart city applications [4]. 

There are faces number of barriers and key demands that we must overcome in order 
to ensure that we make that step to an AI-powered sustainable urban future. Although 
much potential exists for AI and G-IoT to make contributions to infrastructure perfor-
mance improvements, public services provision, and the development of smart cityscapes, 
there are various barriers to their realisation. The challenges are including data privacy 
issues, high infrastructure expenses, compatible technologies, and risks of cyber security 
which are barriers for more extensive application. In addition, if cities are to be able 
to integrate the AI benefits effectively, they need to meet a certain set of criteria—such 
as solid governance frameworks, scalable technological infrastructure, and a focus on 
sustainability. 

This section will detail the most significant barriers and unmet needs in the move 
towards efficient, sustainable and intelligent smart cities including stakeholder analy-
sis of ethical AI application, data security, affordability, policy frameworks and public 
participation.
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3.3.2 Key Challenges in Smart City Development 

Privacy and security aspects of data 
Big data from AI-driven smart city applications will give rise to deadly privacy and 

security problems. 
The AI-connected surveillance, smart grid and intelligent traffic systems all require 

data constantly collected raising the specter of unwanted access and data breaches. 
Solutions such as blockchain, end-to-end encryption and strict data governance 

regulations are crucial to ensure secure AI usage. 

Higher Costs of Implementation and Maintenance 
Smart city projects require substantial funds to be poured into AI-supported infrastruc-

ture, cloud services, IoT gadgets and cyber security approaches. 
Most poor cities have issues with finance and cannot bring in high-end AI solutions at 

scale. 
Public and private partnership cooperation is required to address the funding gap and 

obtain sustainable funding for smart city projects. 

I. Technical Challenges 
AI-powered smart cities are based on several sets of technology, such as the IOT 

sensors, cloud platforms and AI analytics. 
Absence of common AI integration frameworks results in incompatibility issues 

between different vendors and city departments. 
The use of open-source AI models and common communication protocols is key to 

ensure seamless interoperability. 

Ethics and Bias in AI Decision Making 
Both AI systems used in urban planning and design and for law enforcement and 

public services need to be fair, objective, and ethical. 
Decision making that is biased and discriminatory is also a potential consequence of 

unethically trained algorithms on AI. 
Transparent AI governance principles and ethical AI development strategies are needed 

to ensure the fairness and equity of smart city services. 
Public resistance and ignorance.

• Lots of people are wary about A.I. surveillance systems, data-collection methods and 
robots replacing human jobs.

• A lack of education of the benefits of AI in smart cities is contributing to public 
opposition to new technology.

• Cities need to promote engagement, transparency and learning activities to foster trust 
in AI-based urban development.
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I) Cyber-threats and AI frailties

• AI-powered smart city systems are vulnerable to cyberattacks, hacking and data 
manipulation.

• AI-powered predictive maintenance and traffic control networks can be breached 
causing disruption in critical services.

• Governments need to develop holistic cybersecurity standards, AI-based threat detec-
tion mechanisms and AI governance mechanisms to mitigate risks. 

3.3.3 Key Requirements for Smart City Success 

Scalable and adaptive AI infrastructure

• Smart cities will need to increasingly invest in scalable, cloud-based AI tech to 
accommodate growing urban populations and tech advancements.

• The predictive analytics that are powered by AI should be adaptable enough to meet 
the changing needs of the city ensuring sustainability over time. 

Regulatory Environment and Policy.

• Governments should establish concrete rules about AI ethics, data security and 
responsible AI deployment.

• Policies must foster transparent data collection, AI decision making free from bias and 
ethical AI governance. 

Inclusion of Environmentally Friendly Technologies 
6.1.2 Sustainability becomes the fundamental concept in an AI-enabled smart city, 

including renewable energy power, green internet of things (IoT) devices, and low-carbon 
AI models. 

AI-enabled energy management systems allow intelligent electricity usage with less 
common urban carbon foot prints. 

PPPs on a cooperative basis with the public sector 
Effective smart city investment requires cooperation between governments, technology 

firms and educational bodies. 
Public–private partnerships (PPPs) can ease fiscal limitations and stimulate the advent 

of AI enhanced urban planning. 
Smart City Development: A Citizen Point of View

• Smart cities with an AI focus should focus on improving citizen well-being, access 
and inclusion.
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Table 3.1 Challenges and key requirements for smart cities 

Challenge Key Requirements 

Traffic congestion - Intelligent traffic management systems
- Real-time public transport data 

Energy inefficiency - Smart grids
- Renewable energy integration
- Energy usage analytics 

Waste management - IoT-enabled waste bins
- Route optimization for collection
- Recycling tech 

Water scarcity - Smart water metering
- Leak detection systems
- Water reuse infrastructure 

Air pollution - Air quality monitoring sensors
- Emission control policies 

Data security and privacy - Strong data governance
- Encryption and secure communication protocols 

High implementation costs - Public–private partnerships
- Government subsidies
- Scalable solutions 

Digital divide - Universal internet access
- Digital literacy programs 

Urban population growth - Scalable infrastructure
- Efficient urban space utilization 

• Success will require participatory governance techniques, aI-boosted public feedback 
systems and transparent municipal management (Table 3.1). 

Although AI and G-IoT can turn urban environments into highly effective, sustainable, 
and intelligent smart cities; their realization involves significant challenges. Problems 
like data protection, cost constraints, interoperability, ethical considerations, and cyber-
security threats need to be addressed for a successful implementation of smart city. But 
with scalable AI infrastructure, good governance mechanisms, incorporation of green 
technology and public–private partnerships in place, cities can harness the full potential of 
AI-driven urban transformation. The vision for smart cities hinges on a balanced approach 
that fosters technology-driven innovation and guarantees sustainability, inclusiveness and 
safety for all citizens.
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3.4 Smart Transportation Systems and Mobility Solutions 
Using AI 

Smart cities are built on smart transportation and AI will change urban transporta-
tion. Transportation offerings driven by AI help to better manage traffic flows, reduce 
congestion and increase the efficiency of public transport. We use state-of-the-art 
machine-learning algorithms to predict traffic, which we can use to modify your route 
in real-time and avoid waiting. AVs are another example of the significance of AI in 
the modern transportation. Pilotless cars that make use of AI sensors and deep learning 
algorithms to navigate large metropolitan areas safely. G-IoT contributes to the over-
all sustainability of transportation by enabling the operation of energy efficient vehicles, 
reducing vehicle emissions, and facilitating the convergence of charging infrastructure and 
smart grids for electric vehicles. 

AI also contributed to the development of smart public transport systems. Smart 
buses and trains employ AI to evaluate passenger data, improve timetables, and deliver 
real-time updates, boosting commuter experience. Predictive maintenance enabled by AI 
protects the lifetime of transport infrastructure, decreasing downtime and boosting service 
dependability. 

Beyond conventional transport systems, AI is changing urban air mobility (UAM). 
AI-powered drone deliveries, flying taxis, and hyperloop systems are being explored to 
offer quicker and more efficient travel alternatives. AI-based mobility-as-a-service (MaaS) 
solutions unify diverse transport modes—ride-sharing, public transportation, and bike 
rentals—into a seamless customer experience (Fig. 3.3).

Transportation is one of the most crucial components of a smart city, directly impact-
ing economic activity, sustainability, and the quality of life for citizens. The integration 
of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in transportation systems is transforming urban mobil-
ity, optimizing traffic flow, decreasing congestion, boosting public transit efficiency, and 
enhancing road safety [5]. Real time data, predictive analytics, machine learning algo-
rithms and automation are combined in AI-powered smart transportation systems to create 
frictionless, smart mobility networks. 

In this part of the course, we will see how AI is changing urban transportation, focusing 
on self-driving cars, smart traffic management, AI-driven public transit, and sustainable 
mobility. Furthermore, it will discuss the challenges and opportunities related to the use 
of AI in the transport system, such as legal issues, security, privacy, and readiness of the 
infrastructure.
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Fig. 3.3 AI applications in smart transportation systems and mobility solutions

3.4.1 AI-Driven Traffic Management Systems 

Smart Traffic Light Control 

1. AI-enabled traffic light systems use real-time sensor data and predictive analytics to 
improve traffic light timing and ease traffic. 

2. Algorithms that use machine learning algorithms analyze traffic patterns and adjust 
lights on the fly to optimize flow and reduce wait times. 

3. Such systems contribute to reduction in fuel consumption and emissions, and thus 
promote an ecological urban transportation. 

PFT: Predictive Flow Traffic 

1. AI uses past traffic patterns and live GPS data to pinpoint areas of congestion and 
suggest alternative paths. 

2. Predictive models allow municipal planners to be more proactive with regard to 
congestion control solutions. 

3. Smartphone apps backed by AI provide commuters with up-to-the-minute traffic times 
and route recommendations. 

4. Incident Detection and Response Based on AI. 
5. Computer vision and AI-powered analytics detect traffic accidents, road hazards and 

erratic driving behaviors on-road.
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6. Automated emergency control systems can be warned without human intervention to 
re-route traffic and prevent jams. 

7. It is imperative to develop intelligent monitoring to drive road safety and emergency 
acting response. 

3.4.2 Autonomous Vehicles and AI-Enabled Public Transportation 

Cars with Brains and Self Driving Cars

• Self-driving vehicles with the power of AI employs deep learning, LiDAR and 
computer vision to safely navigate through urban streets.

• Smart cities are building dedicated holes in the ground, in the roadway and elsewhere, 
to aid self-driving cars.

• Computer-directed driving saves fuel, reduces human error and improves road safety 
generally. 

AI for Public Transit Optimization

• AI-powered bus and metro systems use real-time passenger data to enhance timetables 
and improve efficiency.

• AI-powered smart ticket systems enable contactless payments and dynamic pricing 
models.

• Chatbots and virtual assistants driven by artificial intelligence enhance customer 
experience in public transportation systems. 

3.4.3 Sustainable and Green Mobility Solutions 

AI in Smart and Shared Mobility

• AI has been used to drive electric vehicle (EV) adoption by optimizing charging station 
locations and the relationship between EVs and the grid.

• App-based ride-sharing services propelled by artificial intelligence slash car idling time 
and carbon footprints.

• Smart Hubs in mobility: At the intersection of AI, IoT and renewable energy to create 
organized, sustainable transportation systems. 

Intelligent Infrastructure for Bicycles and for Pedestrians
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• Artificial intelligence urban planning tools optimize bike-sharing schemes and pedes-
trian paths.

• AI-powered sensors enhance street lighting and pedestrian safety, and support sustain-
able, non-motorized mobility. 

3.4.4 Challenges and Future Outlook 

While AI transport ecosystems come with numerous benefits, they also face significant 
barriers, including concerns around data privacy, cybersecurity, regulatory and legal com-
pliance, and the capability of national infrastructure to adapt. Private tech companies and 
academics need to work with governments to create safe, ethical, and scalable AI-driven 
transportation solutions. As AI progresses, so will cities, birthing a new age of connected, 
efficient, sustainable urban transportation for generations to come. 

3.5 Leveraging AI for Sustainable Urban Living 
with Energy-Efficient Buildings 

Sustainability is one of the cornerstones of smart cities, and AI is instrumental in the 
development of energy-efficient urban living spaces. AI-enabled smart buildings integrate 
automated systems for controlling lights, heating, and cooling when and where people 
occupy them, thus minimising the need for energy. 

IoT-connected green sensors track building energy consumption and identify ineffi-
ciencies while suggesting remedial measures. So-called smart grids, fuelled by artificial 
intelligence (AI), will be developed to better balance supply and demand of electricity, 
which will continue to increase the incorporation of renewable energy by the grid, reduc-
ing waste. The same developments result in less carbon footprints and savings in money 
for both individual people and companies. 

Moreover, AI gives ability of predictive analytics and sustainable resources control. 
Having analysed weather conditions and past records, AI models can maximize the use of 
water and power at urban homes. Intelligent waste management solutions help to increase 
recycling, reduce landfill rubbish, and keep a circular economy within communities. 

The increasing urban population and resource consumption has driven the development 
of eco-cities focusing on energy savings and eco-environment through technological solu-
tions. Buildings (about 40% of global energy consumption) are of great importance with 
respect to urban sustainability. Combining AI and energy-efficient buildings is a game-
changer and it empowers creative solutions for reducing energy, carbon emissions, and 
increasing the building performance overall. 

In this section, we will focus on AI technologies are changing the way energy effi-
cient buildings of smart cities used to work. It will discuss topics like intelligent HVAC
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systems, AI for energy management, predictive maintenance, real-time monitoring and 
the impact of IoT in building automation. The discussion will also address challenges in 
implementing AI-based solutions as well as the future of sustainable urban living. 

Table 3.2 outlines various AI technologies applied in the transportation and mobil-
ity sector. It demonstrates AI-based use cases, including predictive traffic analytics, 
autonomous vehicles, and smart parking solutions. For each application, the table 
describes the role of AI (such as machine learning or computer vision), the benefits (like 
alleviating congestion or increasing efficiency) and include real-world examples of com-
panies or platforms that employ these technologies, including Google Maps, Tesla and 
Uber. The broad theme here is the role of AI in improving efficiency, safety, convenience, 
and cost-effectiveness in transportation.

3.5.1 AI-Driven Energy Optimization in Buildings 

AI-Powered Smart HVAC Systems 

1. HVAC systems are powered by AI and use real-time data to adjust temperature, 
airflow, and humidity on the fly. 

2. AI predicts the perfect heating and cooling cycles so as to not waste any energy, and 
make for a more comfortable environment. 

3. AI-powered smart thermostats respond to users and external temperature factors to 
minimize energy consumption. 

4. Systems and Prediction Based Energy Management. 
5. Real-time energy monitoring (AI) finds inefficiencies, and provides corrective mea-

sures. 
6. Predictive analytics predict future energy requirements, so you can implement energy-

saving solutions before demand gets ahead of consumption. 
7. AI-based automation helps tailor lighting, ventilation and electricity consumption to 

the occupancy requirements and the external environment. 
8. AI for Integrating Renewable Energy. 
9. With AI, you get the most from solar panels, wind turbines, and battery storage for 

max efficiency. 
10. AI-supported smart grids control energy distribution, using less non-renewable 

sources. 
11. Artificial intelligence based demand response system control building’s energy 

utilisation in response to grid availability and price in real time.
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Table 3.2 Smart transportation systems and mobility solutions using AI 

Technology Application AI Role Benefits Real-World 
Examples 

Predictive traffic 
analytics 

Traffic 
forecasting, 
congestion 
management 

AI models 
analyze 
historical + 
real-time data 

Reduced 
congestion, 
optimized 
traffic lights 

INRIX, Google 
Maps 

Autonomous vehicles 
(AVs) 

Self-driving cars, 
delivery robots 

Computer 
vision, ML 
algorithms for 
navigation and 
control 

Safety, 
efficiency, cost 
reduction 

Waymo, Tesla 

Smart parking systems Real-time 
parking 
availability 

Sensors + AI 
detect 
occupancy, 
predict 
availability 

Reduced time 
to park, 
reduced 
emissions 

ParkWhiz, Bosch 
smart parking 

AI-powered public 
transport 

Bus/train route 
optimization, 
dynamic 
scheduling 

AI algorithms 
optimize 
schedules and 
passenger loads 

Increased 
efficiency, 
improved 
passenger 
experience 

Singapore LTA, 
Moovit 

Mobility-as-a-service 
(MaaS) 

Integration of 
multi-modal 
transport on one 
platform 

AI recommends 
optimal routes 
and pricing 

Convenience, 
cost-effective 
travel 

Uber, 
Citymapper, 
Whim 

Demand forecasting Ride-hailing, 
public transport 
planning 

AI forecasts 
peak times and 
rider demand 

Better resource 
allocation, 
shorter wait 
times 

Uber, Ola, Lyft 

Intelligent traffic 
signals 

Adaptive signal 
control systems 

AI adjusts 
signals in 
real-time based 
on traffic flow 

Reduced travel 
time, fuel 
savings 

Siemens Sitraffic, 
Surtrac 
(Pittsburgh) 

AI in logistics and 
fleet Mgmt 

Delivery routing, 
vehicle health 
monitoring 

AI optimizes 
routes, predicts 
maintenance 
needs 

Faster 
delivery, lower 
operational 
costs 

FedEx, Amazon 
logistics
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3.5.2 Challenges and Future Prospects 

So, the benefits of the AI empowered energy efficient building are evident, but issues like 
high deployment cost, data privacy, and integration challenges are still inhibiting them of 
being mainstream. However, the development of AI, IoT and green technology has been 
increasingly opening the door for such solutions to be more available, more reasonably 
priced, and more cost-effective in the end. 

AI, and renewable energy and smart infrastructure are key to the future of sustainable 
urban living, where these factors will work in harmony. As cities implement AI-based 
energy management, their overall efficiency and environmental footprint as well as the 
quality of life for citizens will improve. With AI shaping society’s urban future, and 
today’s pressing urban issues demanding sustainable solutions, I predict AI will be the 
leading influence on the development of our future smart cities. 

3.6 Optimizing City Operations for Better Quality of Life 
with AI-Enabled Services 

AI-powered innovations go beyond infrastructure and sustainability and significantly 
enhance the quality of life in smart cities. AI-powered health services also enhance patient 
surveillance, predictive diagnostics and emergency responses. AI-connected wearable IoT 
devices can also make it possible for real-time monitoring of health, thereby making it 
easier to sense any health problem in the initial stage and treat it soon. 

Governance based artificial intelligence drive more the public administration by 
streamlining provision of services like garbage management and disposal, public secu-
rity surveillance and community participation model. AI chatbots and virtual assistants 
are available for people to easily navigate government services, including mitigating the 
country’s bureaucratic bottlenecks (Fig. 3.4).

Rapid urbanization worldwide has resulted in a growing demand for sustainable, effec-
tive, and pleasant urban environments. Cities today are wrestling with complex problems 
in transportation, health care, energy use, garbage disposal and public safety as they grow. 
To address these challenges, smart technology specially AI and Green Internet of Things 
(G-IoT) have been rapidly adopted in cities. Not only improving the operation and man-
agement of the city but also enhancing the overall living conditions of citizens. This 
chapter examines how the integration of AI and G-IoT can enhance urban operations, and 
sustainability, and grow the intelligence and livability of cities. 

G-IoT and AI Integration in Smart Cities 
In the smart city setting, AI and Green-Internet of Things (G-IoT) are considered 

as key technologies in changing the urban life when they are being integrated together. 
The G-IoT means the group of interconnected things that want operate in an eco-energy 
manner. With the integration of sustainability features to include low energy usage and
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Fig. 3.4 Optimizing city operations for better quality

efficient resource management G-IoT facilities are changing the way cities manage and 
monitor their urban infrastructure. 

AI, however, enables data-driven decision making, automation and optimization by 
being able to learn from huge amounts of this data coming in from these intercon-
nected devices. When AI is integrated into the G-IoT system, it is able to analyze 
and process this data to improve how urban facilities function on the spot. From this 
connectivity comes the potential to develop smarter, more sustainable cities, which can 
respond to dynamism dynamic challenges—think changes in energy demand, congestion 
in transportation patterns and inefficiencies in waste handling. 

For instance, AI-based applications can analyse IoT-enabled sensor data in smart build-
ings to optimise heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, reducing 
energy consumption while maintaining comfort. In the same vein, AI technology can pro-
cess information from sensors monitoring traffic to optimize traffic light periods leading to 
a reduction in congestion and atmospheric carbon release. In these interfaces, G-IoT and 
AI complement one another to offer better urban lives promoting energy, sustainability 
and ease. 

Integration of AI and G-IoT to Control and Manage Smart City Using Machine Learning 
Algorithm
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This hybrid AI-G-IoT-ML has the possibility to reveal new and fresh solutions for 
coping with the complexity of the modern cities. Artificial intelligence, a subfield of 
AI, comprises the creation of algorithms that can learn from and make predictions or 
decisions based on data without being explicitly programmed. Considering the smart 
city, ML algorithms can analyze input from G-IoT devices regarding trend identification, 
prediction-making, and operations refinements. 

Predictive Maintenance Predictive maintenance is one of key applications of ML algo-
rithms in smart cities. AI-enabled systems can detect anomalies and predict potential 
breakdowns before they take place by processing data that has been gathered by IoT sen-
sors placed within infrastructure like public transportation systems, bridges and highways. 
This type of preventative maintenance reduces downtime, lowers repair bills and ensures 
that vital infrastructure remains safe and reliable. 

Another application is in energy systems. When AI is combined with G-IoT, it enables 
the citywide real-time monitoring of energy use and makes it possible to balance sup-
ply and demand. For instance, IoT enabled smart grids can monitor energy consumption 
to track energy usage and AI algorithms can predict periods of peak demand and auto-
matically adjust power distribution to mitigate shortages or waste. These solutions help 
not only in optimizing energy usage, but also in reducing the carbon footprint of cities, 
contributing to the broader sustainability goals of smart cities. 

In public transport, the convergence of AI and G-IoT provides for better optimal rout-
ing and scheduling. Real-time IoT device data including GPS trackers and passenger 
counts combined with machine learning algorithms could predict traffic patterns, change 
routes on the fly and provide passengers with real-time travel information. This increases 
the reliability and efficiency of public transportation, and reduces congestion and pollution 
(thus improving the user experience). 

Energy Consumption Perspective: Green IoT (GIoT) and Its Role 
A leading benefit for the Green Internet of Things (G-IoT), is its ability to help IoT 

devices to save energy. Conventional IoT devices commonly require large amounts of 
energy in order to operate, especially when it takes place at an urban scale and in a city 
wide location. This can result in higher energy use, operating cost and environmental 
load. Alternatively, G-IoT is intended to address these challenges by integrating power 
saving techniques and reducing the environmental footprint of IoT devices in general. 

G-IoT devices commonly adopt energy-efficient wireless access technologies, e.g., 
Low Power Wide Area Networks (LPWAN), and in-the-field energy-supplying devices 
(EH), to reduce their energy consumption. They can operate for long periods without 
charging or replacing batteries, so they are ideal for long-term installation in smart cities. 
For example, in smart waste management systems, sensors could gauge fill levels of 
garbage bins and transmit the information to central systems without wasting tremen-
dous amount of electricity. And smart streetlights with motion sensors could adjust their 
brightness based on up-to-the-minute activity, dimming when the streets are empty and 
increasing energy usage only when someone is on the block.
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Further, with G-IoT, cities can control and optimize energy use in various sectors like 
at home, in industry etc. With IoT sensors to scrutinize the use of energy, cities can 
find that there are areas of waste and can take specific actions to reduce it. Such things 
as smart buildings, in which IoT-based energy management systems monitor lighting, 
heating, and cooling based on patterns of occupation, bring about less energy use without 
loss of comfort. 

Learning-by-Doing via Smart City Development Case Studies from Real Life 
This book allows learners to experience real-world case studies in the development of 

a Smart City. Case studies can provide the opportunities for understanding how the appli-
cation of the AI + G-IoT may contribute to improving the municipal operation and the 
quality of life of city ecosystems. From this overview of smart city approaches throughout 
the world, readers can learn valuable lessons on overcoming challenges, and best practices 
to use and pitfalls to avoid when deploying smart solutions. 

For example, the city of Barcelona has emerged as a leading paradigm for a smart city 
that has deployed so many different IoT and AIdriven solutions to smarten up munic-
ipal government. Smart lighting, waste management, smart water meters—all of these 
innovations have contributed to a massive reduction in energy consumption, better pub-
lic services and higher sustainability in Barcelona. An equally large city, Singapore, has 
relied on AI and G-IoT to optimize traffic, enhance public safety, and facilitate urban 
planning. 

These cases also provide empirical lessons on how AI and G-IoT could be used to 
address challenges specific to different cities. They emphasize that in building smart cities 
it is essential that there would be collaboration between the government, private sec-
tor companies, and citizens [6]. They also underscore the importance of evidence-based 
decision-making, real-time monitoring and forward-looking management in building 
sustainable and liveable urban environments. 

Cross-disciplinary Concepts in the Design of Smart Cities 
Smart cities build process is interdisciplinary bringing to together various fields like 

urban planning, engineering, information technology and environmental science [7]. 
Collaboration among a variety of stakeholders, including city planners, data analysts, 
policymakers and technology developers is needed in the application of AI and G-IoT for 
urban management. This interdisciplinary composition allows us to develop full solutions 
that can meet the complex requirements of new urban context. 

For instance, city planners might partner with AI experts to create smart transport net-
works that alleviate traffic congestion and reduce carbon emission. Engineers may work 
with G-IoT developers to build power-conservative buildings and infrastructures. Envi-
ronmental scientists could help ensure that smart city programs align with sustainability 
goals by evaluating the environmental footprint of new technology. 

Realisation of smart cities would require vision with collaboration cutting across dis-
ciplines. By fostering collaboration and embracing diverse ideas, cities can maximize
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the opportunities offered by AI and G-IoT to create urban landscapes that are efficient, 
sustainable, and adaptable. 

The Role of Technology and Sustainability in Smart City Initiatives 
Fusion of technology and sustainability is a big component of smart cities development. 

As cities expand, the urban landscape is facing an increasing onus to balance growth 
with environmental protection. AI and G-IoT significantly contribute in maintaining this 
balance, which can enable cities to optimize resource utilization, minimize waste, and 
promote environmental sustainability. 

For instance, AI-based energy management systems could reduce the carbon footprint 
of cities by improving energy usage in buildings, transportation, and public facilities. G-
IoT systems can help cities surveil air quality, water consumption and waste management, 
providing essential information that leads to informed decisions about environmental 
protection. 

It’s essential to bring sustainability to the concepts and practices of smart city, includ-
ing sustainable information systems that can keep cities liveable for the next generations. 
Prioritizing sustainability, and by leveraging the potential of AI and G-IoT, cities are able 
to build smarter, greener, and more resilient urban landscapes. 

Conclusion 
AI and the Green Internet of Things (G-IoT) AI and G-IoT are changing the way cities 

operate, offering innovative strategies to address urban challenges, promote sustainability 
and enhance quality of life for the citizens. By integrating these technologies, cities can 
minimize energy use, raise public services levels and create more sustainable and attrac-
tive urban environments. Featuring real-world case studies and cross-disciplinary ideas, 
the book is a useful resource for readers with an interest in the practical applications of 
AI and G-IoT in smart city construction and is a guide for all readers wishing to use these 
technologies to build better cities. 

3.7 AI Applications in Smart Cities in the Real World 

There are many examples of AI powered smart city initiatives being implemented suc-
cessfully by cities across the globe. In Singapore, Barcelona, and New York City, artificial 
intelligence is being employed to manage traffic, optimize public housing, and even 
deliver on the promise of ‘predictive’ policing to improve urban life. Disasters: AI and 
disaster response AI disaster response capabilities also highlight the transformative role 
of AI in creating resilient and adaptive cities. 

The idea of smart city has emerged as a disruptor of urban transformation leveraging on 
the possibilities offered by new technologies to improve urban life. Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) is a key part of this transformation, with solutions to enhance a sustainable, efficient 
and an enhanced quality of life. AI also enables smart cities to be more responsive to the
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ever-changing needs of its residents through detailed data analysis, process automation, 
as well as real-time decision-making. This chapter explores the applications of AI in 
smart cities, analyzing how AI-based technologies are transforming urban management, 
enabling more sustainable, efficient, and livable environments. 

3.7.1 Energy Management and Optimization 

Energy management is among the largest applications of AI in smart cities. Big cities 
devour enormous amounts of energy, in buildings or transportation, lighting, and countless 
other demands that all come with feet. AI can further enhance energy distribution and 
utilization by processing live data from smart meters, sensors, or IoT. 

For instance, within financial services AI systems make projections about energy usage 
that help utilities better anticipate supply and demand and within smart grids, forecasts 
energy-consumption, enabling utilities to align the supply of energy with demand. During 
times of high demand, AI could decide to allocate energy to critical infrastructure and 
reduce energy use in less important locations. AI can also control energy storage, allowing 
renewables such as solar and wind to be used while cutting reliance on fossil fuels. AI 
is also involved in demand side management by offering users visibility of how they 
consume energy and proposing the best ways to reduce it. 

The likes of Amsterdam have already successfully implemented AI within its energy 
system to make its smart grids more efficient and reduce overall carbon footprint. By 
optimizing energy usage with AI, cities can accelerate the transition towards a more 
sustainable and resilient energy future. 

3.7.2 Traffic and Transportation Management 

The most widespread problems of cities are the traffic jam and the inefficientness of 
public transportation. AI is transforming traffic and transportation management in smart 
cities when it connects with IoT devices and sensor networks. 

For example, traffic control systems that run on AI could analyze information from 
sensors and camera and GPS technology installed in vehicles to adjust the timing of traffic 
signals, ensuring the smooth flow of traffic and preventing backups. This prevents traffic 
jams, reduces fuel consumption and lowers air pollutants.” In cities such as Singapore, 
AI has been employed to make predictive traffic systems which have helped increase the 
flow of traffic in rush hour, slashed journey times and limited vehicle emissions. 

Furthermore, AI enhances the rise of driverless cars that is purposed to revolutionize 
urban transport. Self-driving vehicles which rely on AI can connect to smart city net-
works, increasing safety on the roads and reducing the human intervention required for
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traffic management. This technology, when implemented, will also help in reducing the 
accidents, improve the efficiency and build a greener transport ecosystem. 

Management and recycling of waste 
AI techniques in smart cities are also contributing to transforming the management 

of rubbish. Conventional methods of collecting garbage have low efficiency and lead 
to wasted materials and power. But when combined with IoT sensors, these AI-based 
solutions offer improved waste management systems that not only optimize collection 
schedules but also monitor trash levels and ensure the efficient use of resources. 

AI-equipped sensors fitted in trash bins can measure fill levels and relay real-time data 
to waste management staff in many locations. This information enables teams to refine 
the timing and routes for collection, with less fuel wasted on inefficient journeys. AI is 
also powering smart waste disposal intiatives in some cities like in Barcelona where the 
technology is used to monitor the amount of garbage, enabling more efficient pickup and 
preventing garbage overflow in public spaces. 

AI is also helping cities increase recycling rates by automating sorting functions. Algo-
rithms AI can analyze what’s in the trash and identify items that can be recycled and 
sorted accordingly. This has not only the advantage of optimizing the recycling process, 
but also contributes to sustainabilty by reducing the number of garbage being shipped off 
to the waste dumps. 

3.7.3 Urban Planning and Infrastructure Development 

AI is enabling smarter and more responsive urban planning through access to data-driven 
insights to make better informed decisions [8]. Algorithms can sift through huge pools 
of information from various sources (satellite pictures, traffic records, census data, and so 
on) to help planners make informed decisions about infrastructure development, land use 
and public services. 

For instance, AI might help to see where people are overpopulating and predict where 
development is going to occur in the future and to tell us where to be building more 
infrastructure, like roads, schools, and hospitals. AI can also help design and construct 
buildings and public spaces so that urban spaces are functional, environmentally friendly, 
and aesthetically pleasing. 

In places like New York City, AI can help urban planning projects determine the impact 
that a new development will have on the environment or how riders will react to a new 
bike lanes or where to place new buildings. Being able to predict future urban trends and 
enhance urban plans is essential for building cities capable of accommodating growing 
populations while minimizing their environmental impact.
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3.7.4 Public Safety and Security 

AI tech is helping to enhance public safety and security in smart cities. Armed with 
machine learning and computer vision capabilities, it can analyze data from surveillance 
cameras, sensors and other monitoring systems to detect and predict potential security 
threats on a continuous basis. 

AI-guided surveillance: In cities like London, surveillance technology with AI can iden-
tify abnormal behavior or suspect activity which processes the camera information and 
raises an alert. Such technologies could potentially warn the police of potential threats, 
before anything occurs. AI can also be employed to predict crime trends by analysing 
historical crime data, so that police forces can allocate resources more effectively and 
take preventative action in high-risk areas. AI is also enhancing reduced emergency 
response time. With the integration of AI and live traffic insight, pubic safety agen-
cies can ensure that their ambulances, fire trucks, and police cruisers are dispatched 
and adequately maneuvered to incidents more efficiently and more quickly than before. 
AI-powered drones are also used to assist in search and rescue operations—providing 
real-time information from disaster sites and allowing first responders to make faster 
decisions. 

3.7.5 Water and Environmental Monitoring 

Artificial intelligence (AI)-enabled technologies are being applied more and more for 
the monitoring and to manage rubbish, water quality and for resolving environmental 
issues in smart cities. Monitoring Atmospheric, Soil, and Water Quality AI technology 
can process data from sensors in water, air, and weather stations to provide real-time views 
on the state of the environment. This empowers cities to quickly respond to environmental 
challenges—such as pollution, droughts and floods. 

In Tokyo, AI systems analyze data from sensors in rivers, lakes and reservoirs to 
track water quality and detect pollution, for example. These AI tools can predict potential 
contamination events, enabling water treatment facilities to take preemptive measures and 
ensure that communities have access to safe water. Likewise, air monitoring systems using 
artificial intelligence (AI) technology can alert occupants to unhealthy levels of pollution 
and allow them to take informed actions on their health and personal activities. 

AI is also working to help manage natural resources by enhancing irrigation systems, 
tracking soil quality, and aiding in sustainable farming efforts. AI through data driven 
insights enables cities to more effectively monitor their environmental resources, and meet 
long run sustainability goals.
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3.7.6 Citizen Engagement and Services 

AI is changing the dialogue between cities and their inhabitants, and making these services 
more convenient, responsive, customized. Chatbots, virtual assistants, and self-service 
platforms powered by AI are allowing constituents to interact with their local authorities 
and access services with greater ease and efficiency. 

For example, AI-based platforms could allow citizens to report issues such as potholes 
or broken streetlights or water leaks—making sure the immediate service requests are 
routed to the right department and addressed quickly. AI can also help communities cus-
tomize their services according to their residents’ needs with tailored recommendations 
on public transit, trash collection and healthcare services. 

In Helsinki and other cities, AI is even used to provide citizens with up-to-the-minute 
information about public services: updates on shifts in public transit schedules or data 
about emergency services. Underpinning communication and interaction, AI ensures that 
cities are increasingly responsive to the needs of the people who live in them, improving 
satisfaction and quality of life. 

Conclusion 
AI is transforming how cities are governed, offering more efficient, sustainable and pleas-
ant environments. From energy saving and traffic control to smart garbage collection, 
public safety and citizen engagement, AI is helping the creation of smarter cities that can 
help solve the problems of the future. Cities are beginning to realize the opportunity AI 
can provide to improve quality of life, streamline services and ensure resources are uti-
lized effectively through practical implementation. The future is bright as AI has potential 
to boost the productivity and sustainability of cities, and there are many possibilities for 
urban expansion in the future. 

Smart Cities’ fusion of AI and G-IoT in smart cities implies that by the next 10–12 
years, a new form of structuration of urban development has been proposed. AI-based 
infrastructure, intelligent transportation, energy-saving buildings, and efficient municipal 
management help realize sustainable urban life. Although challenges such as privacy of 
data and interoperability of technologies exist, relentless advancement in AI and G-IoT 
will shape smart cities where we live, work, and play and where everything is sustainable, 
efficient, and green. 
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45G Networks Towards Sustainable Smart 
Cities 

4.1 Introduction to the Next Generation of Connectivity: 5G 
Technology 

5G technology, the fifth generation of cellular wireless technology, aims to revolutionize 
connectivity by offering significantly faster speeds, lower latency, and greater network 
capacity compared to previous generations like 4G [1]. This translates to transformative 
potential for various industries and applications, including autonomous vehicles, smart 
cities, and immersive experiences. 

The introduction of 5G technology marks the beginning of a revolutionary age that will 
drastically alter the connectivity landscape and open up previously unheard-of opportu-
nities for the construction of sustainable smart cities. This paradigm shift establishes 
the foundation for an intelligently regulated and completely integrated urban ecology, 
surpassing the incremental advancements of preceding generations by a significant mar-
gin. The crucial infrastructure underpinning for the realization of resource-efficient and 
ecologically mindful urban settings is 5G [2]. 

5G is a complete technological revolution that includes three main pillars: Massive 
Machine-Type Communications (mMTC), Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency Communications 
(URLLC), and improved Mobile Broadband (eMBB). It is not just about better internet 
speeds. Together, these developments enable a wide range of applications essential to 
sustainable smart cities.

• Enhanced Mobile Broadband (eMBB): eMBB allows for the smooth transfer of 
massive amounts of data by offering noticeably faster data rates. Applications like 
high-definition video surveillance, augmented and virtual reality (AR/VR) for civic 
involvement and urban planning, and the effective provision of digital services all
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depend on this capability. 5G is intended to “support high data rate applications and 
provide a better user experience” through its eMBB capabilities [3].

• Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency Communications (URLLC): By reducing latency, 
URLLC makes communication almost instantaneous. For time-sensitive applications 
like industrial automation, remote surgery, and driverless cars, this is essential. As 
[4] highlighted, URLLC is a “disruptive technology direction for 5G” that enables 
“mission-critical applications”. For systems that need real-time responsiveness to oper-
ate safely and effectively, it is imperative to be able to guarantee minimal data 
transmission delays.

• Massive Machine-Type Communications (mMTC): The implementation of sensor 
networks for smart waste management, smart grids, and environmental monitoring is 
made possible by mMTC’s support for connecting a large number of IoT devices. 
As [5] emphasized, the “Internet of Things for smart cities” relies on the ability to 
connect a “massive number of devices”. This capability is fundamental for gathering 
the granular data necessary for intelligent urban management. 

Synergistic smart city development is driven by a collaborative ecosystem formed by 
the integration of 5G, Green IoT, and AI. 5G’s high bandwidth and low latency enable 
real-time data acquisition and transmission from IoT sensors. AI algorithms process this 
data to automate processes, predict trends, and optimize resource allocation. Such synergy 
facilitates easier creation of responsive, intelligent, and environmentally sustainable urban 
environments. 

4.1.1 Detailed Comparison of 4G and 5G 

Feature Explanation 5G 
Performance 

4G 
Performance 

Real-World Applications 

Higher 
data 
speeds 

Data transmission 
speeds are greatly 
increased by the 
upcoming 5G 
network, allowing 
for faster 
downloads and 
continuous 
streaming 

Can achieve 
speeds up to 
20 Gbps 

Generally 
supports speeds 
up to 1 Gbps 

Instead of taking many  
minutes, a full-length 4 K 
movie may be downloaded 
in a matter of seconds 
Without any interruption, 
with clear streaming in 
ultra-HD video without any 
buffering

(continued)
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(continued)

Feature Explanation 5G
Performance

4G
Performance

Real-World Applications

Reduced 
latency 

5G reduces data 
transmission and 
reception latency, 
greatly increasing 
the effectiveness 
of real-time 
communication 

Can reduce 
latency to 
1–2 ms 

Typically 
experiences 
20–70 ms delay 

• Real-time reaction in 
competitive online gaming 

• Smooth video 
conferencing with no 
discernible lag 

• Quicker trade execution in 
capital markets where 
milliseconds count 

Greater 
device 
capacity 

5G networks are 
perfect for 
expanding the 
Internet of Things 
since they can 
accommodate a 
far greater number 
of connections at 
once 

Can manage up 
to 1 million 
devices per 
square 
kilometer 

Handles around 
100,000 devices 
per square 
kilometer 

• Sensor-based smart city 
infrastructure that controls 
and reduce the uses of 
energy use and also 
control traffic 

• The extensive use of IoT 
in industrial automation 

• Smart houses with 
AI-powered appliances 
that are fully connected 

Stronger 
network 
reliability 

For 
mission-critical 
applications, 5G 
guarantees a more 
reliable and 
continuous 
connection 

Offers highly 
reliable 
connectivity 

Can be less 
reliable in 
high-traffic 
areas 

• Autonomous cars that 
need continuous, real-time 
connectivity for safety and 
navigation 

• Robotic procedures that 
are controlled remotely 
and require no lag 

• Uninterruptible, safe 
military communication 
networks 

Source Author’s creation 

4.1.2 New Applications Enabled by 5G
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Application How 5G enables  it Real-world examples 

Autonomous vehicles 5G’s ultra-low latency and 
high-speed connectivity allow 
real-time communication 
between vehicles, infrastructure, 
and pedestrians, ensuring safe 
and efficient self-driving 
operations 

• Self-driving cars that react 
instantly to traffic signals and road 
conditions 

• Smart traffic management 
reducing congestion and accidents 

• Vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and 
vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) 
communication 

Smart cities 5G supports widespread 
deployment of sensors and 
connected devices that collect 
and analyze real-time data to 
improve urban infrastructure, 
public safety, and energy 
efficiency 

• Intelligent traffic lights adjusting 
to real-time traffic flow 

• Smart waste management systems 
optimizing garbage collection 
routes 

• AI-powered security surveillance 
and emergency response systems 

Immersive experiences 
(VR/AR) 

The high bandwidth and low 
latency of 5G allow seamless 
virtual and augmented reality 
experiences, enabling real-time 
rendering of high-quality 
graphics 

• AR navigation apps that 
superimpose mobile screens in 
real time 

• Virtual travel, which allows 
shoppers to tour locations 
remotely 

• VR-based training for engineers, 
surgeons, and pilots 

Remote surgery 5G ensures instant 
communication between doctors 
and robotic surgical equipment, 
allowing highly precise remote 
operations with real-time haptic 
feedback 

• Surgeons performing operations 
from miles away using robotic 
arms 

• Telemedicine advancements 
improving healthcare access in 
remote areas 

• AI-assisted surgeries with 
real-time data analysis 

Industrial automation 5G enables smart factories by 
connecting machinery, sensors, 
and AI systems, allowing 
real-time monitoring, predictive 
maintenance, and automated 
production 

• AI-powered robotics assembling 
products in real time 

• Predictive maintenance reducing 
machine downtime 

• Real-time quality control using 
AI-driven inspection systems 

Mobile cloud gaming 5G’s ultra-fast speeds and low 
latency enable smooth, 
high-resolution gaming without 
the need for high-end hardware, 
as processing happens in the 
cloud 

• Streaming games on mobile 
devices without lag or downloads 

• Multiplayer gaming with real-time 
responsiveness 

• AR-based mobile games with 
instant interaction and updates 

Source Author’s creation
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4.1.3 Specific Applications and Their Impact

• Sustainable Transportation: 5G makes it possible to have intelligent traffic manage-
ment systems that maximize traffic flow, minimize congestion, and lower emissions. 
Connected and autonomous cars, with 5G’s low latency backing them up, can trans-
form urban mobility, making people less dependent on private cars and encouraging 
public transport usage.

• Environmental Sustainability: Real-time information regarding air and water quality, 
sound levels, etc., is obtained through 5G-enabled sensor networks, and this facili-
tates environment management in real time. Efficient energy consumption is ensured 
through optimized smart grids assisted by the low latency and high bandwidth of 5G 
and encouraged integration with renewable energy.

• Effective Resource Management: 5G accommodates smart water management sys-
tems that track water consumption and identify leaks, minimizing wastage of water. 
Smart waste management systems streamline waste collection and recycling, minimiz-
ing landfill waste.

• Improved Public Safety: Surveillance systems and emergency response networks 
made possible by 5G improve public safety and security. Real-time data analytics and 
AI-based applications facilitate quicker and better responses to emergencies.

• Smart Agriculture: In cities, through vertical farming, and roof gardens, 5G, IOT 
and AI can be employed to regulate water use, and pesticide use. This will assist 
in growing local food, and lowering the carbon footprint involved in long distance 
food transport. [6] emphasizes the significance of “Edge AI for 5G heterogeneous 
ultra-dense networks” which is ideal for these city farming projects. 

Challenges and Considerations 
While 5G is full of promise, there are challenges to its deployment. 5G infrastructure 
deployment require both meticulous planning and a significant financial investment. Due 
to the massive amounts of data generated by 5G networks and the increasing number of 
connected devices, cybersecurity is a significant concern. Creating inclusive and equitable 
smart cities involves ensuring digital equity. In addition, the energy consumption of 5G 
networks must be managed with caution to ensure the technology promotes sustainability 
goals instead of undermining them. Among the key challenges is “balancing performance 
and energy efficiency in 5G wireless networks,” [7]. Shafi et al. [8] also identify the 
need to pay serious consideration to the “requirements and challenges” of “5G for future 
vertical industries.” 

In short, the future generation of sustainable smart cities is based on the pillar of 
5G technology. Its enhanced capabilities, including eMBB, URLLC, and mMTC, enable 
a range of applications that increase productivity, reduce their adverse impacts on the 
environment, and enhance the quality of life of the residents. Cities can create more
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resilient, sustainable, and livable cities by overcoming the deployment challenges and 
leveraging its transformative power. 

4.2 Key Features and Capabilities of 5G Technology 

A key milestone in wireless communications development is the introduction of 5G 
technology. 5G’s architectural innovations and features extend beyond merely delivering 
higher data rates; they are designed to accommodate the next generation of networked 
systems, particularly in the context of sustainable smart cities. In an effort to assist in the 
development of effective and environmentally aware urban spaces, this aims to explore the 
major aspects of 5G required to facilitate the application of green IoT and AI technology 
[6] (Fig.  4.1). 

Fig. 4.1 Source Author’s 
creation
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4.2.1 Enhanced Mobile Broadband (eMBB): Driving 
High-Bandwidth Applications 

5G’s eMBB feature is one of its strongest aspects. This provides significantly higher 
data rates compared to previous generations, supporting bandwidth-intensive applications 
essential to the operations of smart cities in the modern era. Such applications as immer-
sive augmented and virtual reality experiences for public services, remote health-care 
consultations in real time, and high-definition video monitoring of traffic for traffic con-
trol purposes are facilitated. Based on studies, 5G can deliver user-experienced data rates 
of 100 Mbps and peak data rates of 20 Gbps, which means that these data-intensive 
applications can run smoothly [9]. 

4.2.2 Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency Communications (URLLC): 
Ensuring Critical Operations 

A fourth key element of 5G is Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency Communications (URLLC), 
meant to enable applications that need ultralow latency and high reliability. Applica-
tions such as remote surgery, industrial automation, and autonomous vehicles take huge 
advantage of URLLC’s 99.999% reliability and 1 ms end-to-end latency [10, 11]. 

4.2.3 Massive Machine-Type Communications (mMTC): Connecting 
the IoT Ecosystem 

Most IoT devices can be made connected owing to 5G’s Massive Machine-Type Commu-
nications (mMTC) support. This feature renders big-sized sensor networks ideal for asset 
tracking, metering, and environmental monitoring. mMTC supports one million devices 
per square kilometer, which renders it crucial to build end-to-end smart city infrastructure 
based on data-centric decision-making [12]. 

4.2.4 Network Slicing: Tailoring Networks for Diverse Needs 

Network slicing allows for the deployment of virtualized and isolated network partitions 
that are designed for each service and application separately. This feature can be exploited 
by smart cities to give priority to essential services such as emergency response and public 
safety by assigning certain network resources. 3GPP standards facilitate network slicing 
by offering compatibility and flexibility [10, 11].
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4.2.5 Beamforming and Massive MIMO: Enhancing Signal 
Efficiency 

Beamforming and Massive Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (MIMO) technologies 
enhance signal quality and coverage by pointing radio waves at targeted users or devices. 

This is very beneficial for green IoT deployment because it enhances network 
efficiency, reduces interference, and has lower power consumption. 

As per [13], massive MIMO can significantly enhance bandwidth usage and spectral 
efficiency. 

4.2.6 Edge Computing: Enabling Real-Time Processing 

The other essential element of 5G is edge computing, which shifts data processing and 
storage towards the network edge. Edge computing enables real-time applications and 
computationally intensive activities by minimizing latency and bandwidth limits. Split-
second decisions for video analysis and autonomous vehicles, for instance, are required. 
Edge computing reduces latency since it processes data locally, closer to the point of data. 

4.2.7 Energy Efficiency: Supporting Sustainable Deployments 

In order to lower energy use, cutting-edge features like adaptive power control and sleep 
modes have been built into the 5G architecture. This matters to smart, green cities in that 
it integrates green concepts into ICT infrastructure. Checko et al. [14] point out that 5G 
networks have been planned to consume less power than 4G networks, particularly in 
low-traffic environments. 

4.2.8 Software-Defined Networking (SDN) and Network Function 
Virtualization (NFV): Facilitating Network Flexibility 

Software-Defined Networking (SDN) and Network Function Virtualization (NFV) make 
dynamic automation and manipulation of the network assets through software-based 
management possible. 

This provides intelligent cities with scalability and flexibility required to address 
emerging needs and enhance network performance to the fullest extent. For [15], these 
technologies support rapid deployment of emerging network services.
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Relevance to Sustainable Smart Cities 
The construction of green smart cities is supported by the enabling characteristics of 
5G, such as high data rates, low latency, and massive device connections. These attributes 
facilitate saving waste, optimum utilization of resources, as well as remote monitoring and 
management of the city’s infrastructure. Network slicing provides reliable connectivity for 
critical infrastructure, URLLC supports autonomous cars, and MTC simplifies the rollout 
of environmental monitoring sensor networks. 5G technology-based solutions enhancing 
municipal sustainability are facilitated by 5G and edge computing. The basic properties 
and features of 5G technology form a revolutionary basis for developing sustainable smart 
city concepts. 5G enables the deployment of advanced IoT and AI technologies that can 
address urban sustainability issues by providing faster, more reliable, and more efficient 
connectivity. 

4.3 Transforming Urban Environments Through 5G 
Technology 

Urban 5G deployment is expected to transform the creation of smart, sustainable cities. 
Due to its super-fast internet rates, minimal latency, and ability to support multiple devices 
simultaneously, 5G is a fundamental facilitator for a vast array of applications enhancing 
urban life [16, 17]. 

This section deals with 5G’s influence on urban infrastructure, transportation, health, 
environmental sustainability, energy management, and public safety (Fig. 4.2).

4.3.1 Enhanced Connectivity and Communication 

The capability of 5G to provide previously unheard-of connections is critical to its 
transformative potential. The successful operation of smart city apps is dependent on 
real-time data transfer, which 5G can do at rates up to 100 times faster than 4G and 
with substantially lower latency. This next generation of communications infrastructure 
enables the proliferation of Internet of Things (IoT) devices, as well as better data col-
lection and processing in cities, resulting in better public services and more informed 
decision-making. 

4.3.2 Smart Infrastructure and IoT Integration 

The availability of the 5G network makes IoT devices easily dispersed all over metropoli-
tan infrastructure. The ‘5G CityBrain’ initiative in Granada, Spain, for instance, deploys 
sensors, 5G connectivity, and advanced artificial intelligence to track tourism, pollution,
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Fig. 4.2 Source Author’s 
creation, [18]

and data security to enhance city governance and sustainability. These projects illus-
trate how 5G facilitates the creation of smart systems that can continuously monitor and 
maintain vital infrastructure elements like public utilities, bridges, and roads. 

4.3.3 Intelligent Transportation Systems 

Transport is perhaps the biggest area where 5G can have a vast impact. For autonomous 
cars, the latency and reliability of smart transportation networks are essential. One of the 
first glimpses of the future of autonomous public transit are 5G-equipped autonomous 
buses in cities such as Helsinki and Seoul. 5G enables real-time traffic control through 
the communication between cars, traffic lights, and sensors, reducing traffic congestion 
and enhancing road safety. 

4.3.4 Public Safety and Security 

Public safety projects greatly benefit from improved connection through 5G. Advanced 
cameras and sophisticated surveillance equipment offer high-definition video in real-time, 
enabling police officials to monitor public areas more intensively and take prompt action
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regarding issues. Deploying Internet of Things (IoT)-based environmental monitoring sys-
tems that can notify locals of imminent dangers such as air quality issues and natural 
calamities is easier with 5G and enables the improvement of the city’s environment. 

4.3.5 Energy Management and Environmental Sustainability 

5G technology is critical for better management of energy and promoting environmental 
sustainability in smart cities. Through enabling real-time interaction between consumers 
and suppliers of energy, 5G-supported smart grid deployment enhances energy distribution 
and reduces waste. In addition, 5G-supported smart meters ensure more environmentally 
friendly behavior by providing residents with in-depth knowledge of how they consume 
energy. To aid water conservation initiatives, IoT sensor data is utilized to monitor water 
consumption across the Japanese city of Fukuoka. 

4.3.6 Healthcare Transformation 

5G integration benefits the healthcare sector tremendously. Ultra-high-speed and zero-
latency connectivity make real-time telemedicine possible, facilitating patients to have 
constant monitoring and remote consultations. In addition, by facilitating the real-time 
transfer of enormous medical data such as MRI images and X-rays, 5G enhances patient 
care by accelerating the diagnosis and treatment processes (Fig. 4.3).

4.4 Enabling Speed, Efficiency, and Scalability by Driving 5G 
Networks 

5G deployment seeks to establish a robust, scalable, and efficient digital infrastructure 
for smart cities alongside improved internet speeds. It supports real-time process-
ing, widespread networking, and effective resource management—all key elements of 
sustainable urban growth. 

4.4.1 Speed: The Real-Time Revolution in Smart Cities

• Ultra-Low Latency and Data Processing 

5G’s very low latency (below 1 ms in the best-case scenario) is ground breaking for 
real-time use cases such as emergency response systems, traffic monitoring, and AI-based
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Fig. 4.3 Applications of 5G in 
smart cities and their benefits. 
Source Author’s Creation [19]

city operations. It ensures Real-time data relay for public safety and transportation sys-
tems, compared to 4G, where network traffic may bog down the transfer of data. Industrial 
automation and remote healthcare with virtually no delays.

• Edge Computing for Faster Response Times 

Traditional networks rely on centralized cloud computing, which can introduce lag. 
5G integrates edge computing, processing data closer to the source, reducing delays, and 
ensuring that city-wide IoT operations work smoothly.



4.4 Enabling Speed, Efficiency, and Scalability by Driving 5G Networks 101

4.4.2 Efficiency: Optimizing Urban Resources and Connectivity 

Network Slicing for Tailored Services 
One of 5G’s most innovative features is network slicing, where a single 5G infrastructure 
can be divided into virtual networks, each serving a specific function. In a smart city, this 
means:

• Healthcare systems get a secure, high-speed connection for telemedicine.
• Autonomous vehicles receive uninterrupted, low-latency communication.
• Energy grids operate on a stable and highly secure network. 

This level of customization ensures efficient bandwidth allocation and resource optimiza-
tion, unlike the one-size-fits-all approach of previous networks. 

Energy Efficiency and Sustainability 
5G is built to consume less energy per bit of data transmitted compared to 4G. Key 
improvements include:

• AI-powered energy management in telecom towers, reducing power consumption.
• Efficient bandwidth allocation, ensuring only required resources are used.
• Longer battery life for IoT devices, reducing electronic waste. 

According to a study by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), 5G networks 
can be up to 90% more efficient per traffic unit compared to 4G. 

4.4.3 Scalability: Building Networks for Growing Cities 

Handling Massive IoT Expansion 
Smart cities rely on billions of IoT devices for everything from waste management to 
smart lighting. 5G’s enhanced machine-type communication (mMTC) can support up to 
1 million devices per square kilometre, ensuring:

• Scalability for growing urban populations without performance drops.
• Seamless integration of new technologies as cities evolve. 

Future-Proofing Digital Infrastructure 
Unlike its predecessors, 5G is designed to integrate with next-generation technologies, 
such as:
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• 6G and AI-driven urban planning.
• Quantum computing for ultra-secure data transmission.
• Satellite 5G networks for global coverage, even in remote areas. 

Private 5G Networks for Enterprises 
Many industries within smart cities—such as manufacturing, healthcare, and logis-
tics—are deploying private 5G networks to ensure reliability, security, and scalability. 
Companies like Siemens and Bosch are already setting up private 5G infrastructures to 
automate operations. 

4.4.4 Governance and Policy Challenges in 5G Deployment 

Security and Data Privacy Concerns 
With 5G, the sheer volume of connected devices increases cybersecurity risks. Challenges 
include:

• Higher vulnerability to cyberattacks.
• Data privacy risks with IoT surveillance.
• Potential misuse of AI-driven analytics in governance. 

To mitigate these risks, governments need strict data regulations like GDPR in Europe 
and India’s Personal Data Protection Act. 

Infrastructure Costs and Digital Divide 
The rollout of 5G requires dense network towers and fiber optics, making it expensive 
and challenging in rural and underdeveloped regions. Governments must:

• Subsidize telecom companies for nationwide 5G coverage.
• Promote public–private partnerships to accelerate deployment.
• Ensure affordable access to 5G services to prevent digital inequality. 

Besides being a technology leap, 5G is an economic force for urban development. It lays 
the ground for smart, robust, and sustainable cities by propelling speed, efficiency, and 
scalability. Policy structures, cybersecurity, and inclusive infrastructure development must 
take centre stage in order to make 5G benefits experienced across all sectors of society.
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4.5 Concluding Remarks: The Role of 5G in Building 
Sustainable Smart Cities 

The demand for innovative solutions for green development, good public services, and 
efficient resource allocation is being driven by world urbanization and population. As 
5G networks enhance connectivity, support next-generation technologies, enable efficient 
municipal services, they are vital to the construction of smart cities. The important 
elements of 5G architecture that support green smart cities include speed, efficiency, 
scalability, network slicing, virtualization, edge computing, and security capabilities. 

4.5.1 5G as the Backbone of Smart Cities 

5G technology is the backbone of smart city infrastructure due to its high speed, relia-
bility, and low latency. It facilitates seamless interaction between citizens, devices, and 
municipal infrastructure, allowing real-time processing and transfer of data to facilitate 
improved decision-making. Through the automation of public services, smart grids, and 
smart transportation, the convergence of artificial intelligence (AI) and Internet of Things 
(IoT) devices enhances smart city solutions [20]. 

4.5.2 Enhancing Urban Efficiency Through Network Slicing 
and Virtualization. 

Virtualized networks and network slicing enable dedicated networks for an extensive array 
of civic services. Each business, from energy and transport to public health and safety, 
has particular requirements that are fulfilled by numerous network slices. Improved ser-
vices, improved business efficiency, and efficient utilization of municipal resources are all 
advantages of this approach [21]. For instance, ultra-reliable low-latency communication 
(URLLC) can benefit emergency services with real-time connectivity during emergen-
cies. Massive Machine Type Communication (mMTC) slices can be utilized to handle 
large amounts of data in Internet of Things applications like environmental monitoring 
and traffic management. 

4.5.3 Energy Efficiency and Sustainability in Smart Cities 

5G’s ability to maximize energy consumption is one of its primary advantages in mak-
ing the urban ecosystem more sustainable and greener. 5G-enabled intelligent grids enable
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real-time energy supply and monitoring, reducing wastage and improving efficiency. Addi-
tionally, with remote energy system management and predictive analysis enabled by 5G 
networks, renewable energy is made easier to integrate [22]. 

Apart from power grids, city intelligent lighting systems leverage 5G to dynamically 
change brightness according to current needs in a bid to conserve energy. 

Similar to this, smart water management systems leverage 5G connectivity to identify 
leaks and optimize water delivery, which addresses issues of the environment. 

4.5.4 Accelerating the Adoption of Autonomous Vehicles 
and Smart Transportation 

Widespread adoption of autonomous vehicles and smart transportation systems relies on 
5G’s extremely low latency and high-speed connectivity. Improved traffic flow, reduced 
congestion, and increased road safety are enabled through real-time communication 
among automobiles, traffic infrastructure, and central control systems. 

For example, 5G-powered V2X communication allows automotive vehicles to com-
municate with other vehicles, pedestrian crossings, and traffic lights. By raising fuel 
efficiency and reducing the likelihood of accidents, this also paves the way for sustainable 
mobility in cities. 

4.5.5 Security and Privacy Considerations in 5G-Powered Smart 
Cities 

With greater and greater use in smart cities, robust security solutions are imperative. With 
more and more devices, cameras, and critical infrastructure being networked together 
through Internet of Things connectivity, the threat of hidden vulnerabilities that a hacker 
could exploit grows. 5G networks employ advanced security solutions such as end-to-end 
encryption, multi-factor authentication, and artificial intelligence-based threat detection to 
minimize the risks. 

Local planners and governments must enact stringent data privacy regulations to protect 
residents’ data and ensure the ethical use of smart technology. 

4.5.6 Challenges and Future Prospects of 5G in Smart Cities

• Despite the much potential that 5G has to create sustainable smart cities, there are a 
number of hurdles that are hampering its mass adoption:

• High-cost infrastructure: It is very costly to roll out 5G infrastructure like fiber-optic 
connections and miniature cell networks.
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• Digital Divide: Ensuring equal access to 5G connectivity across all socioeconomic 
groups remains a challenge.

• Regulatory and Spectrum Allocation Issues: Governments must work closely with 
telecom providers to streamline spectrum allocation and policy frameworks. 

5G in smart cities seems to hold a promising future even with all of these barriers. 
Already, there are proposals to create 6G technology, which will enhance quantum com-
munication, AI-powered automation, and connectivity further. The future smart cities will 
be influenced, in significant measure, by the continuous evolution of wireless networks, 
which will make them more effective, secure, and environmentally friendly. 

To summarize, 5G is more of an engine of urbanization and not simply a techno-
logical progression. 5G accelerates the development of eco-friendly intelligent cities by 
ensuring faster communication, efficient resource use, and safe operation. Its integration 
with emerging technologies like AI, blockchain, and IoT will further enhance the urban 
experience, making cities more livable, efficient, and resilient. 

However, to fully harness the potential of 5G, stakeholders—including governments, 
telecom providers, and technology innovators—must work collaboratively to address 
infrastructure, regulatory, and security challenges. With strategic implementation and con-
tinued advancements, 5G will pave the way for a smarter, more connected, and sustainable 
future. 
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5Case Studies 

5.1 Case Study 1: Schneider Electric’s AI-Driven Smart 
Metering System 

The world leader in energy management and automation, Schneider Electric, has made 
substantial strides toward the creation of green power grids with its AI-based smart meter-
ing program, which is solidly built on its EcoStruxure Grid platform. This path breaking 
system—now in use in North America, Europe, and Singapore—was designed to combat 
some of the energy industry’s most pressing problems: reducing energy costs for con-
sumers; accommodating ever-larger quantities of renewable energy sources; and keeping 
the electricity supply grid stable and safe. The whole effort is in line with Schneider Elec-
tric’s first strategic goal: using best-in-class, cutting-edge technologies to craft reliable, 
sustainable energy systems. 

This system is integrated with technologies of artificial intelligence and machine learn-
ing. These convert conventional models of power distribution into data-driven, dynamic, 
responsive networks. If you want something to be smart, it needs to talk. So the first step in 
making the electric power system smarter was installing communication-embedded, real-
time, smart power meters that could report back to the system. These facilities have been 
established at a number of utility companies, and several working groups are working in 
unison across this project to prototype the smart meter, with various features, in an actual 
system. After installation, the AI project needs time to bet on the basic infrastructure of 
the electric power grid. 

The grid optimization made possible by these predictive signals preserves effective 
energy use without significantly impacting customer behavior. Schneider’s smart demand 
response systems also modulate energy delivery through dynamic pricing and real time 
grid equilibrium. Customers are encouraged to shift their usage off-peak, alleviating stress 
on infrastructure and facilitating more even, balanced grid operation.
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The EcoStruxure Grid is unique in that it is not only centered on the convergence of 
renewable energy but also on customer engagement. Customers are provided with person-
alized analysis and graphical tools to keep track of and optimize their energy usage habits 
via an easy-to-use digital portal on PC and mobile devices. Such features voluntarily 
encourage energy-saving measures along with awareness. 

The software solutions developed by Schneider implement effective solutions for the 
unpredictable nature of renewable energy sources. Dynamic storage mechanisms operated 
by the system allow peak production times to be utilized for renewable energy distribu-
tion thus avoiding fossil fuel consumption. The reduction of carbon emissions in the 
power sector through Schneider’s efforts stems from a perfect fusion of renewable energy 
technology with smart metering solutions. Due to smart implementation investors have 
obtained substantial benefits. 

End users achieve up to 12% cost savings in their electricity expenses when they move 
their power usage to off-peak hours while the peak demand drops by 15% which enables a 
more reliable power grid operation. The environmental benefits are major because energy 
wastage reduction results in decreased carbon emissions which help achieve sustainable 
global targets. The system’s scalability and potential to address new energy requirements 
depends on its dependence on cloud computing together with big data analytics capa-
bilities. The EcoStruxure Grid functions as an extensible next-generation utility system 
design which depends on predictive maintenance and real-time reactivity as well as real-
time monitoring. Schneider Electric continues to invest in advanced technologies for the 
future development of its smart metering solutions. 

Paradigms of energy distribution and consumption are soon to be redefined by tech-
nologies like AI-controlled micro grids, peer-to-peer energy trading via block chain, and 
smart electric vehicle charging coordination. AI will have a more prominent role in man-
aging dynamic load distribution with the rise in the usage of electric vehicles. To avoid 
grid overload and allow for more frictionless adoption of electric vehicles, smart meters 
will help to synchronize EV charging in off-peak hours. AI-based autonomous manage-
ment will aid micro grids, particularly rural or industrial, by ensuring cost-effectiveness 
and reliability of energy. In short, Schneider Electric’s AI-powered smart metering solu-
tion is a leap towards smart, efficient, and sustainable energy management. Though issues 
of data privacy, upfront cost of implementation, and hardware upgrades remain, the proven 
advantages in saving costs, grid resilience, and carbon savings are too significant to over-
look. As the needs for global energy change, the combination of AI with smart metering 
and grid technologies shall be the foundation of sustainable energy solutions, and both 
consumers and utility providers become leaders in the energy revolution. 

Discussion Questions 

1. How has Schneider Electric’s AI-driven smart metering system improved energy 
efficiency and reduced electricity costs for consumers?
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2. What are the key benefits of using AI in demand response and smart metering, and 
how do they contribute to grid stability? 

3. What challenges do AI-driven smart metering systems face in terms of implementation, 
infrastructure, and data security? 

5.2 Case Study 2: Electric Vehicles and AI – Driven 
Sustainable Urban Mobility with Tesla 

Tesla has become a global leader in reshaping urban transportation through the infusion of 
artificial intelligence (AI) in electric mobility, building an ecosystem that transcends the 
making of electric vehicles (EVs). With sustainability as its core purpose, Tesla uses AI 
to drive smarter, cleaner cities by making its vehicles and infrastructure safer, more effi-
cient, and more adaptable. By leveraging AI-based technologies like autonomous driving, 
intelligent energy management, and predictive maintenance, Tesla is not just improving 
the functionality of electric vehicles but also leading the broader transformation of urban 
transportation networks. 

AI-based system optimization lies as the key driver behind this revolution since it 
allows Tesla to create integrated platforms for cities together with drivers. 

The prominent use cases of AI emerge from Tesla Autopilot along with Full Self-
Driving (FSD) attributes. The system constructs an instant high-definition image of 
surrounding car areas through its configuration of multiple radar devices and camera sen-
sors and GPS modules. System monitoring continuously occurs in Tesla vehicles while 
the software learns about traffic obstacles and responds to newly emerging situations with 
human-level precision through deep learning expressions. Each new Tesla generates more 
accurate neural net performance for the FSD system as it collects driving data which the 
company uses to make safety improvements and decrease accident probability particularly 
in cities where random road behavior prevails. 

Cars utilize this self-developing software to communicate with traffic signals and 
execute instant choices that enhance traffic connectivity as well as reduce delays. The 
combination of AI technologies within Tesla vehicles enhances both safety and efficiency 
in busy city driving areas by reducing human mistakes while optimizing driver assistance 
tools. 

The application of Artificial Intelligence participates actively in the development of 
sustainable operations as well as energy-efficient systems. AI in Tesla Cars utilize scan-
ners to detect individual driving patterns along with traffic conditions as well as roadway 
conditions to maximize operational efficiency optimize battery efficiency. 

The intelligent management systems integrate these technologies to minimize their 
impact on performance. The technology uses AI to enhance battery runtime as well as
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minimize power consumption thus benefiting the environment. The Tesla smart charg-
ing network uses predictive modeling together with load-balancing algorithms for its 
operations. 

Supercharger network, to distribute power. Real-time station capacity evaluation deter-
mines the most efficient routing for drivers to wait less and receive maximum energy 
benefits. 

AI predictions about residential energy needs combined with grid statuses enhance 
Tesla home charging through solar panel and Powerwall integration. This integration leads 
to a sustainable energy cycle because it minimizes fossil fuels and stimulates renewable 
power initiatives. 

Tesla enables customers to receive software updates automatically through their Over-
the-Air system. These car systems develop through time by receiving security feature and 
performance-based upgrades from software patches. Adjustments to entire new features. 
AI monitors driving behavior, usage patterns, and Auto manufacturers utilize environ-
mental conditions alongside specific cars to create customized software updates called 
patches. Traffic patterns allow Tesla cars to receive new city navigation capability while 
cold-weather conditions benefit from optimized battery performance. Every car optimizes 
its usefulness and lifecycle duration through the process of continuous adaptation shar-
ing and learning. The system decreases replacement expenses and total environmental 
footprint because of ownership. 

Beyond the immediate vehicle design Tesla holds additional plans for city cars which 
extend past what you can observe in the vehicle. Tesla sits in a unique. 

The company holds a distinctive position to assist urban planners during transportation 
system development through its data collection and analysis. The company gathers and 
analyzes immense amounts of real-time data collected from drives. The company collects 
significant data points about traffic patterns alongside EV charging practices and transit 
congestion trends. 

These metrics help determine enhanced transportation systems through their benefi-
cial application. The city requires enhanced public transit lines which need improvements 
through upgrades or requires completely new construction investment. The transition to 
autonomous EV fleets alongside ride-sharing services helps Tesla technology enhance 
road utilization without affecting service effectiveness for the future city transportation 
system. AI-powered car data guides policymakers in creating sustainable policies that 
enhance both environmental quality and city air cleanliness. The energy solution pack-
ages from Tesla deal with both the specific challenge of grid reliability and the general 
issue of power network strength. Tesla advocates decentralized power generation and 
utilization through the integration of AI, EVs, solar power, and energy storage. Artifi-
cial intelligence systems enable the delivery of clean power throughout any area at any 
moment. The process of weather forecasting along with household energy management 
and grid demand adjustments is enabled by artificial intelligence systems. The energy
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paradigm works towards developing an adaptive system which balances renewable ener-
gies to push forward renewable transition goals. The increasing number of urban dwellers 
together with widespread electric vehicle usage leads to increased power requirements for 
cities. The AI-based technology from Tesla provides a manageable resource management 
system through which utility needs can scale without needing additional power plants. 

Tesla has come a long way, but there is much more to go in its global rollout of AI-
driven EV infrastructure. Some of the major challenges that still exist are national law 
differences, insufficient charging points in certain regions, and privacy issues. Cultural 
and economic preparedness also come into play, with developing countries facing fur-
ther challenges in terms of digital access and energy availability. Tesla will need to keep 
working with governments, utilities, and city stakeholders to create safe and equitable sys-
tems that drive mass take-up if it is to overcome these challenges. Bringing equal access 
to AI-enabled mobility within reach will need international cooperation, infrastructure 
investment, and public education. 

In short, Tesla is creating a new standard for sustainable urban mobility by bringing 
together AI and electric cars. With its intelligent energy systems, real-time application of 
data, autonomous driving, and ongoing optimization of vehicles, Tesla shows the world 
how technology can enhance transport to be safer, cleaner, and more efficient. Tesla’s busi-
ness model gives us a vision for the future of how AI and electrification will revolutionize 
cities, as other energy and auto companies take notice. With ongoing innovation and a 
focus on sustainability, AI-powered EV ecosystems can drive the way toward smarter, 
greener, and more livable cities. 

Discussion Questions 

1. How does Tesla utilize AI to improve the safety and efficiency of its electric vehicles 
in urban environments? 

2. In what ways can data collected from AI-powered EVs assist urban planners in 
designing better transport systems? 

3. What role does AI play in energy optimization for EV charging and grid management?
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