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“Children and adults will love these gentle, empowering books. The Learning to Get Along series is  
a powerful tool for teaching children essential social skills such as empathy, respect, cooperation, 

and kindness. This straightforward and insightful series helps children visualize how their  
appropriate behavior positively impacts themselves and others. I heartily recommend this  

as a solid, classic resource for teaching affective skills to young children.”

—Dr. Stephen R. Covey, Author, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People

 Join In
 and Play

Sample provided by iActiveLearning.com, all rights reserved.



Text copyright © 2004 by Cheri J. Meiners, M.Ed. 
Illustrations copyright © 2004 by Free Spirit Publishing Inc.

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. Unless otherwise noted,  
no part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any  
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without express written permission of the  
publisher, except for brief quotations or critical reviews. For more information, go to www.freespirit.com/
company/permissions.cfm.

Free Spirit, Free Spirit Publishing, and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Free Spirit 
Publishing Inc. A complete listing of our logos and trademarks is available at www.freespirit.com.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Meiners, Cheri J., 1957– 
 Join in and play / Cheri J. Meiners ; illustrations by Meredith Johnson. 
  p. cm. — (Learning to get along) 
Summary: Simple text discusses how to develop the skills to make friends and play with others. Includes  
role-playing activities. 
    ISBN 1-57542-152-6 
  1. Play—Juvenile literature. 2. Social skills—Juvenile literature. 3. Friendship—Juvenile literature.  
[1. Play. 2. Social skills. 3. Friendship.] I. Johnson, Meredith, ill. II. Title. 
GV1203.M37 2004 
790—dc22

200301987

Reading Level Grades 1–2; Interest Level Ages 4–8;
Fountas & Pinnell Guided Reading Level H

Cover and interior design by Marieka Heinlen 
Edited by Marjorie Lisovskis

15  14  13  12  11  10  9  8 
Printed in Hong Kong 
P17200510

Free Spirit Publishing Inc.
217 Fifth Avenue North, Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1299 
(612) 338-2068 
help4kids@freespirit.com 
www.freespirit.com

Sample provided by iActiveLearning.com, all rights reserved.



Dedication
To the princess of charm, 

who bubbles with laughter  
and affection, 
Andrea Rose
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I like to play.

I can do lots of things alone.
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Sometimes, I’d rather play with a friend.
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When I see someone I’d like to play with,

I can walk up and smile as I say hello.
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The person might be looking for  
a friend, too. 
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I can tell something about me 
or ask a question.
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I can listen.
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